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Turmry-Eigutu Coneress, Ist SEssion, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1364. New Senues.....No. 53. 
STATEMENT—Continued. 
Vessels. Where from. Where to. Date | Captured by. Tons. | 
— ee er — — = a ee . _ . - -_ 
Living Age, SDIPpssseseserereeeceeeveeees FG Sek Wacadecse | Falmouth, E..... 00. September 13, 1863... .| Tuscaloosa, PUNE: PeneGey GU TE UG a vc Sees Casedusd wae ebeees 1,195 
Lydia Frances, Drig..++ssceecenececeeeeslecseccescesewecsseeees pune SIUSUT hse 00k --} June 15, 1862 ........) Off Hatteras wedeecsVebbwdenee cat S obbuiuts webs adcbuad eee} 262 
Lapwing, DArK...seeceerrereeeeeereeees BOSON .ose cece eceees Batavia. .... cscs eee: | March 27, 1863..... ++} Steamer Florida, lat. 31, lon, 62..,...... Cdeeretevescesce | 590 
Len0x, DAK. sce ceererceeree screen ceaces New een New Orleans o. 0c cece } June 12, 1863... ... Boston, at mouth of I So pitta diate eced cine ’ 370 
L. A. MacOMber. sce seeeeeeecsecceseeees Noank tree eeeeeeceenl Fishing .....0.. eevees | June 20, 1863........ SPUN TMOOME ais vaseus anv c's sons hove whe teupeheaaes 200 
Mareng0, SCHOONCT see eeeeee ceeeeecceees Gloucester..... seoces] PROM. cccece sikanye June 22, 1863 eT OE edenn Swagtabdkncs tals tie’ oecbedicuns Qou 
Manchester, SDIP .sceeereceeeeeeseseeeee| New York.......5. ++| Liverpool............ Octuber 11, 1862..... | Steamer Alabama, lat. 41 1,075 
Machias, brig....+- o eeccee cess cccees tloeeeeseeerereececerccslennssceeenseserssesees July 28, 1863. ..c000.  Bewramer. Bwmses «oe. csns cowssecceces 270 
Monticello, DFIZ. +++ seeeee sees eeeees eeee| Rio Janeiro... ..eee. Baltimore .....0..00. July 1, IBGQsciges ve. Privateer St. Nicholas.............. wo | 
. " e ‘ myr. , An ' | 
Mary E. Thomp on, EN.» eee ease eees ee seeded 5855 «bine sseocecccecerconcccess July 9, 1862 eee os Privateer Echo.......... ry 
Mermaid, SCHOONEL «cece cece cece eeeeee! Provincetown........! a. ea PEAY, T6GR aie cdencs| POLVRROSE CANOE ic kvc ccc ccc ccccs 0 
Mary Pieree, SCHOONEY oe ee eeeeceeeeees DROMPR thiiwincw inten Washingtou......... Se Oe ETL ee ay Lik, FM NGe hea U0R eee Cob 0 va Ue be cwkheeccet ig | 
Margaret, schooner... ..+. sane eee e ee ee eee eens cee eeecee hee esl enemies oe ewncedeeceves June, 1862. ....0. eee Privateer St. Nicholas... cess ccscces: cvccccesccescucusces we | 
Mary Goodell, SCHhOONEr. wo. eee tere eel eees cane yO Re Se eese ceceloncccescceccccsesrerss July 9, SSBB. 6 ccce cee RS EE Se ee en ae wo | 
M J. Colcord, Dark cececccecsceesccceee aw! ae | Cape ‘Town, C. G. H.| March 30, 1863....... ey a ee ee on enon neu ebtens 74 | 
Morning Star, SHIPp.cce cece ceeeceesevcees| CALCULA, ccceceeeeees| LONUON cc cee cece eee Agr GS, POG. ssi F eeORe Semen TUR TE IW cue xe 0sb-cee 00d brs Gand 6s nced 1,105 | 
Mary Alice, SCHOONELr. «0.6.0 eeeeseeeee| Porto Rico..........+| New York..... ¢0 eee Duby, WB) is cke ke ok Stomper W sos. soot cewscvevcebacuceve Cocese sede veur Isl 
Mary Alvina, brig...... sereeeeseeerecere! BOSLOM cece eeeeeeeees | New Orleans ........ On Steamer Florida, bat. 34.25 N., lon. 74.23..... coececcces 266 
M. A. Schindler, schooner ....++.+.«++++| Port Royal........+++| Philadeiphia......... June 12, 1863 ......... Steamer Florida, lat. 37.18, low. 75.4....ccccenceesvoeses 209 
Martha Weazell, bark.....eeeeeesseece PE daenss oxts veces PE Ss attr anes taea she Wome e wees ae sake Steamer Alabama, False Bay, (released) ........ ea nena 578 | 
Maind, Uris... sios. 0000 600s ced boses osee cscelsvceed sececdUseced cece RCIA SUV devs eedees eens wey, LOBE 6c cccaceues ECRMOL MINNOE ieee cca dec ccctatd venbte bevcehesenbeed 300 
Neapolitan, bark. ccsode eopeevocescecsonet MBMBINR sccdc cece a06e |) DORON 0000 cine ences February, 1861....... Steamer Sumter ..... cece é 04 66 6b Goks ccelesecedi eee Glee } 392 
N. Chase, Schooner. .... eee soeccccces| NOW YVork.......--0+) AMLIZUA...ceeeeeeee-) SEptember, 1861 ..... Steamer BAM «c00ss deeceeesscscetovens Goons noses coco] 3.50 
Nora, ship...eeee ° abaenennsedae esc) Liverpool ....sccseces Ce eee ) Os as ee ae a a ee natin i aleiadeaenia | 800 
Nye, bark «s+. pea eb adGS nbeRes Keneders New Bedford ....-. WOMEN ace stcsecss ES ca anc ween eRe. Feast nama Rete ots an 60. 6ae 006 Kecmnees 300 
Oemulgee, Ship. ooo cocccccccccccscccces BAagartOwan ...cce cece Boj eer February 21, 1863....|) Steamer Alabama, off the Flores.......... 0.0... eb tdes's 400 
Ocean Rover, SHIPs.seessececeeececeseee| Mattapoisett.........| Whaling  ......... EDs ctcinss cdveutines Steamer Alabaina, off the Flores..... 2... cece e eens . 706 
Olive Jane, bark..cccececes ° scceccce| BOPGCAUZ.ccccsccscee| NOW YORK. cccces cece February 21, 1863 Steamer Alabama........ 60 Gy ARmenesedee dowensoeeeswape 300 
Ocean Eagle....cccecees cocccececcoccces| ROCKIANd...... . sees! New Orleans ........ AER Se dueeueune dus é Steamer Sumller.. cccseecceee Pietsibeneasesspewastee te 290 
Oneida, SHIP. sce cecccecccececcccccccccse| SMUNMNAC .ccccce cece) NOW YOK scccceccess SN 6 Vinten aah ake dan ee we } Steamer Alabama, lat. 1.40 8., lon. 29 W.... ccc ccc cece 420 | 
CGR, VAGrs 66540565 5 SONS CUES EK CLG ies dube8s 0 04.0005 Cnvehnwadaseicbs bows ssearn 1862 beeeeekwunda | Steamer Alabama, off the Flores..........cccc cece coccs 300 
Ocean Cruiser, SCROOMES 6.000 cece cesccefesccesescobccsocccvccelicccsveccves Setvonceue J‘ i eer wed bate te Steamer Alabama, off the Flores................ Shatites it 200 
Ocean Rover, Dark... cccoccccccceees veel New L0nd0@ ....000+) Whaling,..ccsscceess September 8, 1862....) Alabama........... COPe Seuse CHE See wenece voeceeee cece 640 
Punjaub, SHIP. cee ceeeccceeceececeee sees! CACUMA.cccececceees Liverpool.. ...++sce- March 14, 1865...... Sreammer AlaOAMAR . 6000. coccvescosepocedves cucese seeueeee 760 
Parker Cook, Dark ..cccccecccecccccccces| BOSOM cccccccccccecs 1 AE COVER since cccce November JO, 1862...) Steamer Alabama, lat. 18.U0.... cccccccscce cocccccccece 125 
Protector, SCHOONEL.. cere eces cece cece cees| pee Philadelphia......... PUN BODE E dove eb ov tice dacs obebeve bob ewStas Soves ge ceee bgestndwaser Guod mO  | 
Panama, brig ...6.ceesceee cesececceecees| ProvincctOwn........| Whaling.........eeee| May 29, 1861..... 00 Privateer Calhoun..... eecscees . d 53 | 
Priscilla, SCHOONEL 2.00 cece cccecccesccese| CULACOA, cece ccce cece! BAlliMOre occ. cccces rere Steamer Winslow........ do 06. sin-v dno neebete — ee | 144 | 
PalinettO, SCROOMER . .cccccccccrcccccccce| NOW VORK.cccccccecs ORE OO s 60s wa0<se PeDEROry 27, TG. <..) SUCRMNOT ARORA canes ccvcceccnegsesstese fecdiasduabions 172 | 
Pearl, SCHOONEL. ecceecececececeeeeceses| Moriches, L.1.......| York river.......ee0. OTS scccevevcs covces Rewebe, ti POrk PVC vies sc ss sveqcos cccoce cesqtesneesees 183 
Prince of Wales, sitip. sooo. ccccce ceecee| CallaO...c.cecececeee| AMLWEIP cccccccccceslecue ccccccccseccecess | Georgia, (DONdCA) oi cies cccccccvccesccceccccccescvtecces 960 
Rutus Choate, schooner, ....cccescsece ee | June 22, 1863 . cece. Privateer Tacony ...... eeeces eee ° Cwonee Gteetes 200 | 
Rowena, bark cesesseceeceeeeescoeeeeeee| Laguayra......... «| Philadeiphia......... ok eae Privateer Jeff. Davis, .o.ccc cccncpPecececeseces ecrceces 340 | 
Robert Gilfillan, schooner ...............| Philadelphia.........| St. Domingo..... ..+- February 26, 1862.... Steamer Nashville ....... -.eeeeses @eeer evens cesses enenne 240 | 
Ripple, SCHOOMCE. +6. cece cece cececeeecees| GIOUCESLEF....ceeeee-] Fishing....ccescceees } June 22, 1863...... cof REAMMRDET REOONV cite castes cencessece bane stéawaeceaesen 200 | 
Reiwig, SCNOONET. ceeeeeeeeeeceeseeecees| Provincctown........ Fishing.......e+++e++| July 7, 1863..... otaasl PIOPIdA.. 0.00 cece cccccs cece covccccccces coves eee vocees 95 | 
Red Gauntlet, Ship...cccccccceccccececes| BUENA Vista. ..cec. ok ae | May 26, 1863......00. Florida, lat. 29.23, lun. 36 W ..cccceces ‘ béaln.wexees 1,038 
8. J. Waring, schooner.....e.sseeeeeeeee| New York.......+.+.| Buenos Ayres........ | SOly 15, LORD. ..0000s), REIPRSOOr JOM. DAMIR sc. + dccserncnecesecnencsese Coe cees 372 | 
SOMNSEEIEL TION Soon 005069550660 656 No5an'o 0.060.060 600% 0ceseclecceécee secs aedekned ee P OE. cen es assent | Steamer Alabama, off the Flores..........6. 0000. apeies | 205 
Star of Peace, SHiIp....ccccccsccccccssece| CAICULIA..cccccce coe} BOSLOM cece cece cccces MGT oi edeestsoneuss | Steamer Florida .........++- eens eeees eee eorecees } 941 
Bebasticock, ship. ...ccevceccccescssecces Libverpool, . 000060600) CHAMCSON...00 cccees } PDA ésidecswewne eos! Stemmer Suatel ...ccceccceccove @ weve veces OWO> vecevers | 649 
Santa Clara, brig...cccsecccccccesececcce) POFO BiCOsccscccccee} BOSON cscs cocccccces! aS ree o cocee | SlCAMEL SUMEL ..ccccccereccccceseccseavesers oe seeees 189 
S. Gildersleeve, ship....cecccscecceccese| Sunderland.... sacl CMICBIIB.ccccccce cece] 1863, eer coce| Steamer Alabama.....sccesceses petihasese 6000 66eneneens 100 
ee Tes WO cs Sivccvesciccdece secs Phitladeiphia.... ....| NEwhern...ccccccces DW oad ch c c8dnewenas By rebels, at the mouth of Neuse river .... 0... 6000 ceeeee! 200 
Sea Witch, schooner... ..ccccccccescccce| BAFACOR. ccocccccccce| NEW VOrK. ooo ccccce i. POE Rb ep ecscct wceess ty rebels, at the mouth of Neuse river ......ecceeeeeeeee 95 
BRAMBIING, GG 00s 5:05 ccs sencce ddavedse RASC: 50k oc sevencl BOGE sé vececavicicss June 24, 1863...6006. Privateer ‘Facony, tat. 42.10, bow. GO Misc cc ccicaniceedsis 200 | 
Oe LOPE, Sc snn6sccde seca esdencas.ceas) DROUIN occce ccecescee| San Francisco.......| May 3, 1863...... Steamer Alabama, lat. 9.35 8., lon. 3L.20 W..... cece ween! 974 | 
BUATISE, BID . ores cssesccoserccccccccces!| MEW YOrk. .00000 eee] RN atin nage acheakhaba ae a a Florida, lat. 40 N., lon. 68 W., (bonded) ....... sn inal 1174 | 
Southern Cross, SWUM. oa cess cccs cececces| BOBUOM ccccceccce 2600) Me PENN csc rcsvactes June 3, IBGE vcccivces PE UNO, Se Gi Me GE & ccecasncikdeccneces “Ae 938 | 
DONROG: GND s 6000066006002 sees bves cccds PES os 50s x06 Tice) PUES Vacsceewedcccceiet Weenebee bareea Conrad, (Hénded) ..ccccdtcetesss Bisbh ES Oe heeded Cade bene bug | 
UG NEE: 4.0% cabinet ain <b nde RSME oinata a bade adsee wae tia bdaie« ahtly. dh Wows ldskevebees in deteewecd ofedédds bacdewledae tiesaneb Oe cheese bees GEGais dlc htc Sema dis | 447 
Transit, schooner. ......ccccsecccecccese| NeW LONGON ..... nhtlveawls shen “penn euesun July 15, 1861..... vixen DiCQmee, Wy lM id ick ceeaateness ences cxcdip pecan smenel 195 
T. B. Wales, ship.. baevceess 660 ¥ennsrk SEE coed) owen eb ON NE eneees Ng ee a Steamer Alabama, lat. 28.30, lon. 58 ...~....cccecccess oes 5u9 
Tonawanda, PN oes veu Os ce ssta cece cdc Philadelphia. ........} EpVOUROOS so eve ccceys October 9, 1863 ...... Steamer Alabama, lat. 40.30, lon. 54.30, (bonded)........ 1,300 
Tacony, bark. ..secccceccccccesccces Port Royal........... Philadeiphia........ | June 12, 1863........ Steamer Florida, lat. 37.18, lon. 75.04 ....... ccec cece cece | 296 
Texana, bark Oe ecccccccccccccsccces| NOW VYOrk. ccc. ceceee| New Orleans .... 200. June 12, 1863........) Privateer Boston, at mouth of Mississippi........... . | 588 
Talisman, GBUID.. cccsesccccccccccccsccce| NOW WORK. ccce ceccce] SHBNMNMLs. occccccess June 5, 1863....... ..| Alabama, lat. 148., lon. 34 W....... Oneee ene cbiee sone 1,257 
NEEM Gwsiinn nes 500s 5 apres deat ET tots cs ncag oe a bch cas th ue aao'a June 16, 1863........ Privateer Tacony, lat. 37, lon. 69.57} ....-ccececccees . 106 
Union PT, BOE 8a sano S08 eds csicdic coudd MOU WOU: bo cess ccc) MUMMONROs. .nccec cece May 3. 1863..........| Steamer Alabama, lat. 9.40 S., Jon. 32.30. ..... cece cececs 300 
ONG, CONDONE cies «des 04 0 caddie ces SoD icc. viva BOMNBEOR. Glee blbee | DecémbetS, 1G00s..2) PBonded).... oovs cosceccescseset¥ ness thence weeeeees : MWS | 
Virginia, bi tceespeeeens, s000000000s) RU EOI oc cocscl WADE, céccs. 6b 080 SEBO i aiedeae tele aivueh de Steamer Alabama, lat. 39.10, lon. 34.:20........cceeeeeees 300 
I igs cass anscin dvfnsskack Se POGIOG css cescc) VO ROUUBiccntssconscs rr aa a ey eee sseeeceeecge ° Gov 
Varnum H. Hill, schooner.............+.| Provincetown .......| RE £465 eisv.cens SU as LO onc cand Florida, tat. 30 N., lon. 48.50, (bonded) ......06. esocceesl 90 
Wet Wid, BEER csccccenes acsesecccvel BOWL evs cdoast | New Orleans........ SUT MOUE devccamecss OUT NT 5 chicks Whine ban ancceeceexas Setnetenrel ee | 
Wave SPR, MONDE exh a sivicaw dee cad eneesel ONO 6c0ck ceeded COROT bock o% doe Secks October 7, 1862 ...... Steamer Alabama, lat. 40.25, lon. 54.25...... cccccccceces | 409 | 
Weather LEELA AE’. AE TLE TS EN, TILED ne bat bares sana ME. “naakse nats acud Steamer Alabama, off the Flores ....... 0.050005 o cdceee } 200 
MONI ME sc sii cbc kos cocks.on ees) BOW CORR iiss cenacal EVORRAONs cases cates | Jammer G6. 1907...) Magemee Pingide. 1... ncn disteminaasearnzerien bas gupnit 1,655 | 
Windward, brig. O9R0 00 os secs ccccce seccce| MUMIRTERS . cece cecccc] BOSIOM cccccccccececs | January 2, 1863... Steamer Florida .......cee- pencnces cccseece ossesens anne 199 | 
W. MeGilvery, MEN. oddede baivc'cceecccccet CORMUUEB oud oced chek Philadelphia......... FU MONE 6 ates vepece Ce SL EE avr. 5s kata eecaceens b ccvaes ott wes 198 | 
W. 8. Robbins, siaick ddusn avebeiadaned Lee 2 3, Jands SB dcids woee| Metampcr Setaterl 6 civic csesscees Seeds Medoceceus chee bese 200 | 
Whistling Wind, bark.........cee0eecees Philadelphia.........| New Orleans ........ June 6, 1863.........| Privateer Coquette, lat. 33.38, lon. 71.29....... coerce JA9 
Wanderer, schooner ........eeseeeeecees| NE 6 i no Sine Bd, 18GD .o0< 0000) EVIVARCGE TAOS coces coves scovesese eee e oreo ee ° 200 | 
William B. Nash, brig..........+++ssee0«| New York........ ooe| Marseilles.......cee. Stly &, 18GS... 02k ceee Florida, lat. 40, lon. 70°....... +005 . penkerneewdonéana 99 | 
Winged Racer, STR Sicdé css teen eeeees| BROW cid cn edsdes | New York..... iu ebb SE cits Pebdis gues ce WEOGEIME Pececctioweseaspe Fickeeeanewks on00e 5 0ote canned 1,767 
LT — —_ : equa eee ness = = eet anes — a —_ — 
Recapitulation. 


Total number of vessels, 193. Total tonnage, 89,704. 


Value of vessels, at $50 per ton, $4,485,200, 


The amendment | 
withdrawn, 
_ Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, it | 
18 hot my purpose to criticise the figures produced | 


, by unanimous consent, was 


by the gentleman from New York, {Mr. nl 
nfortunately, the condition of things complained | 


of could not at once be changed. Itis impossible 
to prevent nations professing to be neutral from 
sending vessels to depredate upon our commerce. 
‘was impossible, at the commencement of the | 
War, when the Buchanan Administration had scat- 


53 


| 


tered the naval vessels in all parts of the earth, 


Value of cargo, at $100 per ton, $8,970,400. 


to have as efficient a Navy as the exigency de- 


manded. 

But, sir, 1 have myself witnessed the efficiency 
of the Navy Department upon the western waters. 
We have seen its efficiency in preventing the iron- 
clads built by the confederates from coming out 
to sea from the Atlantic ports. I believe the na- 
tion has cause to be proud of the administration 
of the Navy Department. 


I do not intend to reflect upon any gentleman, 


‘at the same time 


|| he gives such lofty praise. 
i 


Total value, $13,455,600. 


' much less upon any of our gallant officers. I do 
not intend to cast any reflection — the officer 

| alluded to by the gentleman from Maryland, but 
F think the remarks of the gen- 

| tleman in regard to the managementof the Navy 
Department were totally unmerited. Sir, the 

‘** cotton-spinner,’” to white the gentleman al- 

ludes, is well known in his profession as eminent 

as is the officer to whom he alludes and to whom 

He is as gallant in 
his bearing, has risked as much during this rebel- 
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lion, bya 


been as prompt in the discharge of his | 


gn ee 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman has 


duties as a functionary as any offiverinthe Navy, || a way of getting it; he can call for it by a reso- 
not excepting the distinguished officer alluded to | 


by the gentleman from Maryland. 


I wish, sir, to allude to another fact: the Navy | 


Department has shrunk from no investigation. 
The Navy Department has not called upon its 
friends in this House to shield them from inquiry 
and investigation when it has been asked by a 
member of this House. When have they hesi- 
tated to put atthe head of an investigation the 
man who demanded an investigation? Can the 
gentleman and his friends say as much for their 
favorite tn the Cabinet? Did they not, in solid 
phalanx, vote against an investigation leveled at 
one officer in the Cabinet and asked for bya 


Ten- 
gen 





tlheman belonging to the Republican side of the | 


House? And was it not intimated that the investi- || 


| 
ration was denied simply because the gentleman | 


who moved it might, by courtesy or in some other 
way, be placed upon that committee? 

Sir, the administration of the Navy Department 
abrinks from no investigation. The gentleman 
himself, or any other gentlemen in this House 
who make these railing accusations, who get up 
on appropriation bills and in five-minute speeches 
let out their gall and bitterness upon the admin- 
istration of the Navy Department, are invited to 
investigate its affairs, The friends of the Navy 
will not give a single vote to shield that Depart- 
ment from an investigation; whereas the gentle- 
man from Maryland and his friends stand in solid 
phalanx to prevent an investigation of the doings 
of another Cabinet officer when asked for by a | 
member of the Republican party. 

[ ask the committee to look upon these facts. 
I desire the gentleman from Maryland to stop the 
utterance of his logic and his eloquence, and, if 
it is possible, to assail the administration of the | 
Navy Department by facts presented through the 
inquiry which is now pending in both Houses of 
Congress. ‘The actions of the Navy have been 
as heroieand their achievements as great as those 
of the Army. If you will look at the reports of 





General Grant, or General Sherman, or of any 
other officer necting inthe West, you will find that 
they give the highest praise to the efficiency of 


lution. I wish | could say the workings of the 


Treasury Department could be got at by that 


means. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The ——e 
will not understand me as the defender of the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
voted to shield it from inquiry. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Idid not see fit to 
vote for the resolution. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I wish the gen- 
tleman had seen fit to behave toward the Navy 
Department as he did toward that. He is here 
to move an. investigation against the Navy De- 
partment, while heshielded the Treasury Depart- 
ment from an investigation. 


The gentleman 


difference in the two cases. In reference to the 
Navy Department the facts came immediately 


| within my own knowledge, or from a source in 


which I had sufficient confidence to justify the 
motion. I do not know of any facts in reference 
to the Tréasury Department, or 1 would move 
an investigation myself. 

Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a point of order. 


|| This whole debate is foreign to the amendment, 
and I call the gentleman to order. 


The amendment was withdrawn. 
The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 
The following clause being read: 


Mare island: 
For continuation of grading and paving, $10,900; scows, 


|| lighter, and stages; foundery and machinery for same ; 
machinery for saw-mill; continuing coal-shed and wharf; 
steam-hammer and tools forsmithery ; rigging and sail-loftt; 
repairs of all kinds ; excess of expenditure on wharf; guard- 
house; machinery for machine shop, and gas works, 
$224,595. 


Mr. HIGBY said: I move to amend that clause 


by inserting after the word ‘ wharf’’ the words 
‘continuing sea wall.’’ I find upon investigation, | 
and by adding up the several items of estimates | 
submitted to the House by the Department for 
the several works contained in this clause, that 
| there is an excess of $10,000 in the appropriation 
| of $224,595 which is found at the end of theclause. 


the naval squadrons on the western waters. || By looking at the estimates you will see thatafter 


‘The same is true in reference to every officer of 
the Army who has commanded in conjunction 
with the Navy upon the Atlantic sea-coast; and I 
defy the gentleman to search the official records of 
the reports of the Army officers acting in conjunc- 
tion with the Navy, and lay his hand on one in- 
siance of inefficiency in the conduct of the Navy 
in this war. 

So fur as Tam concerned, | have myself wit- 
nessed their action upon the Mississippi river; 
and although my testimony is of littl value, and 
of no value at ail in comparison with that given 
by the particular officers who commanded in those 
great expeditions, yet | am here to say that they 
didall that men could do under the circumstances, | 
und that they contributed as much as the Army 
itself to open the Mississippi river and to achieve 
those great conquests which have given us the 
mastery of the entire West, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I have merely a | 
word to say in reply. [am very unwilling to do 
injustice to any one, [moved myself one inves- | 
gation of matters connected with the Navy De- 
partment, and I referred it to the regular Naval | 
Committee, | do not suppose the gentleman re- | 
ferred to that investigation in the remarks he made | 
about objections to other investigations. I was | 
careful so to refer it because I did not wish it to | 
appear, or to give an opportunity to say, that the | 
imvestigation would be under my control or under | 
the control of persons sympathizing with me in | 
that particalar, 

With reference to the conduct of the Navy I 
think it deserves all the gentleman has said of it, 
and I believe there is no one in this House who | 
has had a better opportunity to see its inner work- | 
ings than the gentleman who alluded to it. In | 
reference to its conduct toward the gentleman to | 
whom ! referred, I think the words 1 used are | 
within what will appear to be just, if the Depart- | 
ment will open its records and publish its own 
correspondence, word for word and letter for let- 





ter, with Admiral Da Pont; and if the Department | 
will publish that correspondence, be it good or || 


bad, be it in their favor or in his favor, I shall have 
no word to say. 











striking out the three items which have been struck 
out by the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
$10,000 out of the estimate for continuing the 
|| grading and paving, $224,595 is appropriated for 
the remainder. That, according to the estimates 
which were made at the Department, and which | 


I have in manuscript, gives an excess of $10,000 


| for the several items therein embraced. 1 have 


moved this amendment so that while it will not 
increase the appropriation it will direct the way 


in which this $10,000 shall be appropriated. Al- 
though the amendment does not appear in the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and although it has not been acted on by the 
Committee of Weysand Means, there is no appro- 
priation for that Department more necessary than 
this $10,000 which is to be found in the manuscript 
estimates which were sent to the Department. 


The island upon which this navy-yard is situ- 


ated is one of those shoals which stretch along 


within half a mile of the mainland. It is very 
long and narrow, and contains several hundred 


acres, ‘The sea-side, very much exposed to the 


action of the water, is wearing away by the surg- 


ing of the sea, which has already broken in quite | 


a distance and floated away several acres of land. 
It is making its way across the island to a point 
where the greatest expenditures have been made 
in erecting the most costly buildings. There is 


no land to spare. The object of this appropria- | 
| ton of $10,000 isto build a wall to protect the sea- 
| side from the ocean. It is for that reason that I 


propose to insert these words. [understand that 


| this provision was stricken out last year by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means. I donot krow || 


whether it has been this year, but 1 do not find 
it in the report of the Secretary of the Navy. I 
have examined this matter for myself by ocular 


demonstration. [ know that the appropriation 


is needed, and [ desire to insert these words here. 


| It will not increase the appropriation, and | hope 


the amendment will pass. 
Mr. STEVENS. I think the gentleman from 


California is wrong in supposing that the gross 
sum appropriated in this paragraph ought not to | 
be changed if his amendment should be adopted. |! 


i a 


| The estimates for Mare island, which are 


SN 


ONGRESSION AL GLOBE. 











— 














February 25, 





to be 


found on page 208 of the estimates, foot y» 


$374,735. The Committee of Ways and Means 
upon examination, concluded to reduce the first 
item for grading and paving from $20,000 io 
$10,000; and they rejected three items, for com. 
mencing a timber-shed, $44,000, for commencing 
store-house, $56,000, and for wharf, &c., $40,000. 
making altogether, with the $10,000 reduction of 
which I have just spoken, $150,000 to be deducted 
from the gross sum estimated for. That leayes 
$224,000, the sum reported in this bill. This jg 
therefore an addition to the sum which we re. 
ported. 

The committee were of the opinion that this 
was no time tocommence new works costing such 
alargeamount. For the mere commencement of 


| a timber-shed $44,000 is asked; for the commence. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. There wasa marked || 


ment of a store-house $50,000; and for the mere 
commencement of a sea-wall $40,000. The com- 
mittee did not feel at liberty, in times like these 
to recommend the commencement of new works, 
however proper they might be at other times, and 
which we should have to complete at an untold 
cost. We have therefore made this change, and 
it is for the House to say whether they will add 
an appropriation of $10,000, which would be al- 
most useless, which would be buried up in the 
ocean. I hope, therefore, that the amendment will 
not prevail. 

r. HIGBY. I have mistaken the estimate of 
the Secretary of the Navy, if the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means is correct. | 
make the estimate $224,000 for the purposes pro- 
vided for in this clause, whereas the Committee 
of Ways and Means make it $234,000. Add the 
$10,000 appropriated in the first two lines to the 
$224,000, and it makes $234,000. Ido not see 
how the $10,000 can be expended unless my 
amendment be adopted. It does not increase the 


| a . . 
Peer 


r. STEVENS. If the gentleman will take 
the $374,735, the gross amount of the estimates, 
and deduct from that the sums I have named 
which the committee omitted it will leave precise- 
ly $224,000. Without that $10,000 it would be 
only $214,000. 

Mr. HIGBY. Ihave subtracted from the gross 
amount of the estimates the items stated by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and I find the balance to be $234,000. 

Mr. COLE, of California. My colleague is 
entirely correct, | think, because I have gone over 
the figures also, and I find that after striking out 
the items that the committee did not allow, the 


| balance is $234,000. This amendment dovs not 


ask for any additional appropriation. The est- 
mates of the Secretary show that the amounts to 
be expended on the different objects embraced in 
this clause will not exhaust the appropriation 
»rovided for, but will leave a surplus of $10,000. 
The clause appropriates $234,000, but the items 
on which the money is to be expended would 
only consume $224,000. I have figured it up; 
but if there is any doubt about it, I hope the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
will allow @he clause to be passed by for the 
resent. 

Mr. HIGBY withdrew his amendment to the 
amendment. 
Mr. STEVENS. Irenew the amendment, and 
will merely try to explain this matter to the gen- 
tleman. he whole amount estimated for was 
$334,000. The Committee of Ways and Means 
struck out $44,000, $56,000, and $40,000. Add 
to this the $10,000 struck off the other item, and 
it makes $150,000 deducted from the estimate. 
cannot figure it up in any other way. 

Mr. COLE, of California. The amendment 
only proposes to add three words ‘continuing s°a- 
wail’? to the clause. 1 can see no harm that that 
will do if there be no appropriation recommend 
It does not involve the expenditure of a dollar. 


Mr. STEVENS. It takes from other items of 


the bill, however. 1 withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. 4 
Mr. HIGBY. I move to amend the amen¢- 


| ment by striking out the last word. I am not 


mistaken in this calculation; but I think that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and — 
mistaken. I hope that he will let this part of the 
bill be passed over, in order to give an opportu- 
nity to members to go to figuring. My colleague 
(Mr. Core] and myself have figured it up,” 
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» examined the matter closely. The Commit- | 
of Ways and Means is wrong about it. The 
a : 
putting in the amendment proposed will make it 
) = 


have 


fair and square. It will not increase the appro- 
a tion one dollar, but will make it square with 
, » recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy. 


The Committee of Ways and Means should bear | 
in mind that this $10,000 has been made a sepa- || 


rate item. ‘Thats where the mistake lies. If I 
were mistaken | would ask for an increase of 
610,000; but I am not mistaken, and I think if the 
rnairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
will examine it more closely he will find I am cor- 
rect. [tis bettertoadopt my original amendment, 
and have this matter thus corrected, than to find 
afterwards that there has been a gross blunder 
committed. I withdraw the amendment to the 
amendment. 

Mr. Hiesy’s amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in after line two hun- 
dred and thirty: 


for improvement and repairs of hospital at Memphis, 
87.000. . 
* Por improvement and repairs of hospital at New Orleans, 
85,000. 





Mr. Chairman, I find no provision in this bill | 
for the maintenance of the two hospitals to which 


the amendmentthat I offerapplies. 


At Memphis 


the Government took possession in March last of || by law, it cannot be changed in this way. 


the large building known as the Commercial Ho- 
tel, which at the present time contains between 
two hundred and two hundred and fifty patients. 
The amount named in this amendment is not for 
any new work, but simply to keep the building 
in the necessary repair. The same is also true, 
so far as the appropriation is concerned, in its ap- 
plication to the hospital in use in the city of New 
Orleans, for which no provision is elsewhere made. 
| will say that this appropriation isdeemed to be 


necessary by the chief of the Bureau of Medicine | 


and Surgery, whose letter I have, in which he 
says: - 
Navy DeparRTMENT, 
Bureau oF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, 
February 17, 1864. 
Sir: Referring to our interview of this morning, | beg 


jeave to repeat what I then bad the honor to state, that the || navy-yard, I understand, is now fixed by law, 


estimates for naval hospitals at Memphis, Tennessee, 
$7,000,) and at New Orleans, (35,00@,) are designed to 
keepin repair buildings already occupied by the Navy, and 
to make such occasional improvements therein as the 
greater comfort of the sick and wounded may require. 

The hospital at Memphis supersedes the one formerly 
located at Mound City, Itlinois, the removal being made 
necessary by considerations of greater convenience to the 
Mississippi squadron. On the 15th instant it contained two 
hundred patients, about the daily average number since 
the Ist January. . 


The hospital at New Orleans has also been in operation | 


for several months under the general direction of the fleet 
surgeon of the Western Gulf blockading squadron, which 
is largely made up of vessels of such limited dimensions as 
to afford no sort of accommodation for any one except the 
hearty and robust. Sick and wounded are necessarily re- 


moved from the small vessels to more proper quarters. The | 


hospital building was transferred to us from the Army un- 
finished and unfurnished, and hence requires many small 


expenditures to insure comfort. 
® * * * + 7 * * * * 


Very respectfully, &e., W. WHELAN. 
lion. A. H. Rice, Chairman of the Naval Committee, House 

of Representatives. 

The question was taken on Mr. Rice’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means has directed me to offer an amendment 
to the clause for Mare island, California, by strik- 
ing out ** piling and preparing foundation of nerth 


wing of ordnance building; and for repairs on | 


magazine buildingsand pile wharf, $41,368,” and 
inserting in lieu thereof ** 29,368;’’ so as to make 
It read; 

_Mare island, California: 
Por two small magazines at north end of the yard ; en- 
largement of shell-house; preparing gun park; building 
tkids, and shot beds; machinery and tools for ordnance 


shop, $29,368, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move to amend 


»y striking out of the clause * for pay of super- | 


intendents, naval constructors, and all the civil 
establishments of the several navy-yards and sta- 
lions” the words * $125,688. This appropriation 


's made upon the basis of no increase of salary,” | 


and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
aaidthe pay ofeommandants’ and storekeepers’ first clerks 
We Wie clerks of the navy-yards at Boston, New York,and 
, ashington, shall be that of class second in the Executive 
Ratmente, namely, $1,400; and at Portsmouth, New 
“mpshire, Philadelphia, Norfolk, and Pensacola, the pay 











THE 


i} 


| to increase salaries. 





| of this character. 





| of stating the amount of the salary in the amend- 


| proposition for an increase of salary; and it seems 
| to me that this moment, in the present situation 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 
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of this class shall be that of first class. namely, $1,200 per | 
annum; and the pay of the civil engineer at the navy-yard, 
Mare island, California, shall be $3,200. 7 


Mr. PIKE. [understand this isan amendment 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I will state that 
this amendment comes under the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and that itis recom- 
mended to him by the chief of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, who has particular charge of the sub- 
ject. The pay of the clerks and engineers of the 
Navy is fixed by law, and hence the necessity 


ment. It provides only a small increase of pay | 
for these officers at two or three points. It is 
recommended, as I said, by the proper bureau 
and by the Secretary of the Navy. It is accept- | 
able, as I understand, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who have considered the subject, and 
I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. PIKE. This is, as I supposed it was, a 


of the Government, is a most inopportune time 
to increase the salary of anybody, at any point. 
For one, I am entirely opposed to any increase 


Mr. HOLMAN. [rise toa point of order. I 


submit that as the salary of these officers is fixed 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the | 
point of order comes too late. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wastrying to get the Chair’s 
attention. 

The CHAIRMAN. Phe gentleman could have 
obtained the floor by rising to a question of order 
at any time. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr.STEVENS. I move to amend, in line two 
hundred and eighty-one, by adding: 

For salary of one clerk at $1,200, one clerk at $1,000 per 
annum, ai the New York navy-yard, $2,200. 

I offer the amendment by direction of the Com- 


Mr. HOLMAN. I rise toa question of order. 
The number of clerks attached to the New York 


and new clerkships cannot be created in this way 


| in a genéral appropriation bill. 











Mr. STEVENS. I will merely say that at 
present these clerks are paid by the day, and itis 
a great deal better that they should have a fixed 
salary as they have at the Boston navy-yard. 

"Mr. HOLMAN. Then I change my point of 
order, and submit that as the salary of these clerks 
is now fixed by the day it cannot be changed to 


| a yearly salary in an appropriation bill, 


The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman insists 
on it the Chair wiil have to sustain the question 
of order. 

Mr.STEVENS. Oh,no; I do not insist on it. 
It is for the benefit of the Government, but if the 
gentleman from Indiana objects to it, let it go, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 1 moveto amend 
under the head of “ Naval Observatory” line two 


| hundred and ninety-three, page 13, by striking 
’ - 

. © ° 3 
| out **four’’ and inserting ‘‘three,’’ so as to make 
| the paragraph read: ‘‘ for salary of assistant as- 


tronomer, three aids, and clerk, $8,000,”’ and by 
adding at the end of the paragraph, ‘tand $4,000 
thereof shall be equally divided among the three 
aids as their salary.”’ 

I will state that the amendment does not pro- 
pose to increase at all the amount to be appro- 
priated; it simply divides the salary heretofore 
paid to the four aids among three, who are now 
doing all the work, and who are now very in- 
adequately compensated. ‘These aids to the Ob- 
servatory are gentlemen of liberal education, who, 
in addition to the care of the instruments con- | 
nected with the Observatory, are themselves prac- || 
tical astronomers, who make observations, and || 
who work out the observations made by other 
persons there. Their salary is $1,000 a year, || 
scarcely the amount whieh is received by me- 
chanics or clerks who have expended no such 
sums of money and no such amdunt of time as 
is necessary upon the part of these gentlemen to 
fit them for their scientific labors, The work is 
now being performed by three aids, and the prop- 
osition is to put the whole work of the four upon | 
three, and divideamong them the additional salary | 
which would accrue thereby. 

The amendment was adopted. I 


| each, 
| should be transferred for that purpose, 





Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move toamend 
in line three hundred and ten, as follows: 

For bounties for the destruction of the enemy’s vessels, 
as per act of July 17, 1802, for the better government ot the 
Navy, $250,000. 

I will simply state that this isan appropriation 
to carry out the provisions of an eXisting law. 

Mr. BROOKS. What is the law? 

Mr. RICE, of Massac! usetts. | have cited the 
lawintheamendment. The law of 1862 provides 
bounties for the destruction of the enemy's ves- 
sels, but no appropriation has been made for car- 
rying that law into effect. A number of the ene- 
my’s vessels have been destroyed, and parties are 
enutled to certain bounties, but there is no appro- 
priation forthe payment of these bounties. I call 
the attention of the committee to the thirtieth page 
of the reportof the Seeretary of the Navy in which 
he refers to the subject. He says: 

“The fourth section of the ‘ Act for the better govern 
ment of the Navy,’ Approved July 17, 1862, provides * that 


| a bounty shall be paid by the United States for each person 


on board any ship or vessel of-war belonging to an cncmy 
at the commencement of an engagement, which shall be 
sunk or otherwise destroyed in such eugagement by any 
ship or vessel belonging to the United States, or which it 


; nay be necessary to destroy in consequence ot injuries sus 


tained in action, of S100, ifthe enemy’s vessel was of in 
ferior foree 5 and of $200 if of equal or superior foree ; to 
be divided among the officers and crew in the same man 
ner as prize money.’ 

* Since the enactment of this law there have been re 
peated eases in which the right to the bounty has acerned 


|| to the officers and crews of vessels of the Navy, particularly 


on the western waters ; but there being no appropriations 
to which the expenditure could properly be charged, the 
claims to the bounty have remaine | unsettled, and the just 
expectation of those entitled to the reward have been dis- 
appointed. The amount necessary to pay the claims which 
have accrued would probably not exceed $250,000; and it is 
desirable that an carly provision be made for the payment 
of this just debt. In the event of an appropriation tor the 
purpose, a board will be appointed by the Departinent for 
the examination of the chiims, or they may be ascertained 
in any other manner which Congress may be pleased to 


direct.”? 


The amendment of Mr. Rice, of Massachu- 
setts, was adopted. 

Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means reported an additional section, which 
in some way between the Clerk and printer has 
been lost. [tis notin the printed bill, and Lnow 
move to add it as a new section. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of build 
ing a floating dry-dock for monitors at the New York navy 
yard, and also at the navy-yard at Philadelphia, at a price 
not exceeding $260,000 each, the sum of $520,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of the ap- 
propriation of $750,000 tor a floating dry dock at the navy- 
yard at New York, provided for by the act making appropria 


| tions for the naval service of the United States, approved 


March 3, 1863; and the balance of said appropriation be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed, 


Mr. STEVENS. 


Mr. Chairman, as I have 


| stated before, that was a part of the bill as it was 


reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
but by some mistake it did not getinto the printed 
bill. 

It can heexplainedin afew words. Last year, 
when it was supposed that very large iron-clad 
Vessels were to be built, an appropriation was made 
of $750,000 for the purpose of constructing a float- 
ing dry-dock at New York, as none in the coun- 
try then in existence could take up those vessels, 
Jut those vessels were not built, and there is no 
appropriation reported for them in this bill. 

The chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
reported tous that there was no place at the New 
York navy-yard where such adry-dock could be 
batlt, and he reeommended two of inferior size 
to accommodate the iron-clads now building, one 
in New York and onein Philadelphia, at $260,000 
He recommended that this appropriation 
That is 
all there is of the amendment. 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported that the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generali 
under consideration, and particularly the bill of 


| the House (No. 151) making appropriations for 


the naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1865, and had directed him to report the 


| same back to the House with sundry amendments. 


_Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered. 
Theamendmentsofthe Committee ofthe Whole 


on the state of the Union were severally read and - 


agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it Was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The iatter motion was agreed to. 


BONDED GOODS. 


Mr. STEVENS. ‘There is a bill in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 


extend the time for the withdrawal of goods from | 


the public stores and bonded warchouses, which 
I hope the House will now tuke up and pass. It 
will not take up fifteen minutes, and will put a 
great deal of revenue into the Treasury. It has 
been reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. If there be no objection, | move that the 
Cammittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be now considered. 

Mr. WARD. I object. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 move thatthe rules be sus- 


pended, and the Elouse resolve itself into the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 
take it up. 

Mr. WARD. I withdraw my objection to its 
being considered in the House, if Lam allowed to 
offer an amendment, 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. Inow move that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CONSCRIPTION, 

Mr. SMITH. I ask the gentleman to yield to 
me to make a personal explanation, 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH. I desire to cast my vote on the 
conference report on the enrollment bill. When 
the vote was taken I was confined to my room by 
diphtheria, and could not be present, 

Mr. FINCK. IT hope that same privilege will 
be extended to us on this side who also were 
absent. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I understand that the gen- 
Hemanfrom Kentucky was sick atthe time, and I 
do not object to his recording his vote. But Ido 
object to all others. 

Mr. FINCK. Then I object to the gentleman 
from Kentucky voting. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. I desire to 


consent or not? 
The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman fron Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Smrrit] is upon the floor and address- 


ing the Llouse by unanimous consent. The Chair | 
asked if there was any objection, and there was | 


none. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to say to the gentlo- 
man from Ohio that when L asked to record my 
vote the other day | expressly said that I was 
called from the House by sickness, and he again 


renewed his objection to my recording my vote, | 


Mr. SCHENCK. I think the gentleman will 
find, by turning to the debate on that day, that he 
did notex press himself so strongly as he now does, 
He spoke of his being weary and of going away. 

Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman will find 
that | made that exact statement, 

The SPEAKER, Is there any objection to 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr, Surra] re- 
cording his vote? 

Objection was made. 

Mr. SMITH. L voted for that bill in all its 
stages up to the time IT was obliged to leave the 
Hall. If Thad been here at the time the vote 


was taken on the report of the committee of con- | 


ference, | would have voted for it. 

Mr. FINCK. I desire to state that I voted 
against the passage of the bill, and had I been 
here at the time of the vote on the adoption of the 
report of the conference committee, I should have 
voted against it, 

BONDED GQOODS—AGAIN. 

Mr. STEVENS. 

which the Committee of the Whole was dis- 


know | 
whether this subject isentertained by unanimous | 


1 now call up the bill from | 





| | 
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| goods, wares, and merchandise, now.in public 














charged, before I was interrupted by these ap- 


plications to record votes. || incurred by them, end they ask that their co 


The bill which was taken up provides that all 


stores or bonded warehouses, on which duties are 
unpaid, and which shall have been in bond more 


| than one year, and less than three years, at the 


| time of the passage of this act, may be entered | 


| for consumption, and the bonds canceled at any 


| thorized by law to engage in the coasting trade, || 
whether sailing under registers orenrollmentsaud | 








i] 








time before the Ist of June next on payment of | 


duties and charges according to law; and repeals 


all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro- | 


visions of the bill. The act to take effect from 
and after its passage. 
term *license,’’ in the first proviso to the fifteenth 
section of the act increasing temporarily the dutics 
on imports, and for other purposes, approved July 


14, 1862, shall be held to extend to all vessels au- || 


licenses. 


Mr. WARD. 


I suggest to the gentleman that 


he move to amend the bill by striking out ** June”? | 


and inserting ‘* September.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS. I see no objection to that, 
and | move toamend the bill accordingly. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill was passed; and also moved to || 


oe 


iy the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


And then, on motion of Mr. KALBFLEISCH, | 


(at fifteen minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the 
Llouse adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 26, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr.GRIMES. 


reading of the Journal that it does not contain 
any recognition of the fact that the bill (S. No. 


76) relating to appointments in the naval service | 


and the disrating of officers by court-martial was 
amended. The amendment ts not embodied in 
the Journal, although J think it occurred in the 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 


| reflect that that was the action of the Committee 
The Journal of the Senate never | 


of the Whole. 
shows the action in committee. 

Mr. GRIMES. It was not the action of the 
committee. ‘The amendment was made after the 
bill had passed out of committee and had actually 
passed the Senate, because I had it reconsidered 
in order to get it back into the Senate so that I 
might amend it. 1 do not know that it is a mat- 


ter of any consequence; but I thought perhaps it | 


might be necessary to have some notice of the 
amendment on the Journal. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


it the Journal wil be corrected. 
Mr. GRIMES. 1 do not know what the rule 


| is about the making up of the Journal. 


the Journal shall show the proceedings of the | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule is that 
Senate, 

Mr.GRIMES. If it does not make any differ- 
enee with the bill—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. None at all. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then it does not make any 


| difference whether it appears on the Journal o¢ 


not, 
The Journal was approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILKINSON. 
D. M. Barney and others, contractors upon the 
mail route No, 10773, the route leading to Cali- 
fornia. ‘They allege that they were engaged in 
earrying the mail overthe southern route so called, 
until the Ist of July, 1861, when, in consequence 
of the rebellion, they were directed to carry the 
mail over the central route; that in consequence 
of the rebellion and the change of the routes by 


"i —— 
the Governmenta large outlay of money hag by 


Italso provides that the | 


I do not know that itis a mat- | 
ter of any consequence, but I observe from the | 


That being the | 
| fact, it being acted on in the Senate, it should be 
| entered on the Journal, and if the Senator desires 


I present the petition of | 
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tract may be extended for five years in Conse 


| quence of these extraordinary expenditures Whit 


| they have incurred. I move that the petition ), 

referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. e 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FIOWARD presented the memorial of 
James V. Campbell and others, citizens of De. 
troit, Michigan, praying for the formation of q 
properly organized ambulance and sanitary corp, 
for the armies of the United States; which ‘a 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ang 

the Militia. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a petition of citizens 
, of Anoka county, Minnesota, praying for tho 


| establishment of a mail route from Anoka, by 
the way of Cedar Grove, Bethel, and Linwood, \, 
. ° . . ’ 
W yoming, in Chicago county; which wasreferred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of Kansas in favor of makings 
| only such treaties with the Indian tribes within 


that State as will provide for their removal there. 
| from, and secure to said State the right to tax 
| such lands as may be acquired of such tribes ag 
| soon as sales of the same are made; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 
| He also presented resolutions of the Legisla. 
| ture of Kansas in favor of an increase of mail ser 
vice on the route from Topeka to Council Grove, 
| in that State, to six timesa week; which were re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITILDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


| 
| 
} 
Ordered, ‘That the bill of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, 
| (S. No. 498,) with the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations thereon, with accompanying papers on the fileg 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 
' 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on Post Of. 
fices and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of A. T. Spencer and G. S. Hubbard, 
praying for compensation for services performed 
in carrying the mails on their line of steamers be- 
tween Chicago and the ports on Lake Superior, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (5. No. 
136) for the relief of A. 'T. Spencer and Gordon 
S. Hubbard. The bill was read, and passed toa 
second reading, and the report was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. CLARK. The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Gustavus A, Bel- 
zur, praying for compensation for losses sustained 
while in the discharge of his dutiesas sutler of the 
seventy-fifth regiment Pennsylvania volunteers, 
in consequence of the capture of his goods by the 
rebels between Washington, D. C., and the army 
of the Potomac, have directed me to report ad- 
versely against the prayer of the petition, and [ 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate that it 
may beacted uponnow. I move its indefinite post- 
ponement. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
discharging the committee from the further col- 
sideration of the petition. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the memorial of John 
Colhoun, commander in the United States Navy, 
protesting against the action-of the late advisory 
board in withholding from him a recommendation 
for promotion to which he considers himself ¢i- 
titled; also the memorial of Henry French, com- 
mander United States Navy, praying that he may 
be restored to his rightful position in the Navy, 
which he alleges has been wrongfully and un- 
justly withheld from him by the board of officers 
to scrutinize the active list of the officers of We 
Navy; also the petition of George W. Doty, 4 
lieutenant in the Navy, praying that some action 
may be taken in relation to the omission, by the 
| late advisory board of naval officers, to. were 
‘| mend him for promotion; also the memorial of h. 








|| W. Meade, a commander in the United ae 

|| Navy, praying for the passage of an act for the 

| fair and impartial trial of officers to whom injus 

| tice has been done by the board under the as 
| July 16, 1862, with the accompanying papers" 
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Oe { States Navy, praying for relief from the 
of the late advisory board in failing to rec- 


uon 0 . gee 
= him for promotion; and also the petition 


omme nd 


memorial of Commander Edmund Lanier, | 


; Lieutenant Egbert Thompson, United States | 
ol . 


and instructed me to ask to be discharged from 
their further consideration. 

The report was agreed to, 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 17) to 
amend the act entitled ** An act to establish and 
equalize the grades of line officers of the Unied 
States Navy,’ approved July 16, 1862, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Laura 
M. Newcomb, of Providence, Rhode Island, 
widow of the late Commander Henry S. New- 
comb, United States Navy, praying fora pension, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. : 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of citizens of Black Hawk, 
Jowa, praying that a pension may be granted to 
the widow of Captain Frederick 8S. Washburn 
equal to that of colonel, from the time of his death, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
137) to exclude disloyal persons from the public 
lands of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
138) to regulate proceedings in cases between land- 
lord and tenant in the Districtof Columbia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


POSTAGE ON LETTERS. 


Mr. DIXON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire whether any legislation is 
necessary with regard to postage upon letters sent to the 


President and Viee Presideut of the United States; and 
that they report by bill or otherwise. 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 


Mr. HOWARD submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent,and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions be referred to the Committee on Pensions; and that 
they be requested to inquire into and report what additional 
facilities, if any, are necessary to aid pension agents in or- 


der lo secure the prompt payment of the claims due to pen- 
sioners. 


WATERING PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. FOSTER submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 


bia be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of watering 
Pennsylvania avenue during the present session of Con- 
gress, 


REMOVAL OF GENERALS. 


_ Mr. LANE, of Indiana, submitted the follow- 


ing resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


the 


* amending the Articles of War as to prohibit to all mil- 
a commanders below the President of the United States 
shee o relieving from duty any general officer, except 
- —— ‘ d in arrestupon charges filed, or when wounded, 
heveet aioe 8 certificate of disability, or upon limited 
with pr —we wee or when captured by the enemy, leaving 
divie eneral-in-Chief and with department, corps, and 

~ ton commanders the power to change the commands 


Oi the < ; s 
other wie Pective general officers; and to report by bill or 
se, 


REMOVAL OF GENERAL SCHOFIELD. 


_ Mr. LANE, of Kansas, submitted the follow- 


Ine ( . . ‘ ° 
=a resolution; which was considered by unani- 
‘US consent, and agreed to: 


ln 7 
ment lhat the President of the United States be re- 
ee see urnish to the Senate copies of any protests he 
iseouri ¢ wom Governors of States in the departinent of 
‘against the removal of Major General Schofield 


Navy protesting against the action of the late ad- | 
visory hoardin failing to recommend him for pro- || 
motion, have had the same under consideration, || 








Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and | 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 








| tions on it, 





from the command of that department, if, in his opinion, 
they can be furnished without injury to the public service. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 


| 
: 1] 
94) to authorize the settlement of the accounts of | 
| Paymaster E, C. Doran. | 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 


tions; in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
——, 


bill (No. 151) making approretereas forthe 


| naval service for the year ending June 30, 1865; 


A bill (No. 230) to extend the time for the with- 


| drawal of goods from public stores and bonded 


warehouses, and for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (No. 41) to continue the pay- 
ment of bounties; 

A joint resolution (No. 42) authorizing pay- 
ment of prize money, due to Commander Abner 
Read, United States Navy, to his widow, Con- 
stance Read; and 

A joint resolution (No. 43) authorizing the set- 
tlement of the accounts of J. N. Curpenter,a pay- 
master in the United States Navy. 


PRINTING OF AN AMENDMENT. 


Mr. WILSON. I desire to give notice of an 
amendment that I intend to offer to the joint res- 
olution (S. No. 20) extending the benefits of the 
bounty granted by the act of July 22, 1861, to 
certain soldiers who entered the service of the 
United States prior to May 3, 1861. I ask leave 
to submit the proposed amendment now, with a 
view to have it printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to introduce an amendment to a joint res- 
olution now before the Senate for the purpose of 
having it printed. The Chair hears no objection, 
and the order to print will be made. 


DISQUALIFICATION OF COLOR. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to call up a short 
bill, and I move to postpone all prior orders with 
a view of taking itup. Itis a bin proposing to 
repeal the law which prohibits colons people 
from being employed as carriers of the mail, which 
was reported from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads with anamendment. I desire to 
have that bill taken up and acted upon now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
62) to remove all disqualification of color in car- | 
rying the mails was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes that hereafter no per- 
son, by reasorfof color, shall be disqualified from 
employment in carrying the mails. 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
reported the bill with the following amendment as 
an additional section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in the courts or | 


the United States there shall be no exclusion of any witness || 


on account of color. | 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to say a word in 
relation to the amendment. In relation to the 
bill, it is sufficiently explicit in itself; but the 
committee were of the opinion that if persons of 
color were to be employed and rendered eligible 
to be employed as carriers of the fnail by those 
who have coytracted to carry the mail and who 
wish to employ them, it would be unsafe to com- 
mit to their hands the mail, when they could not 
themselves be witnesses against those who should 
violate that mail, steal it, rob it, commit depreda- 
Inasmuch as in many of the States 
persons of colorcannot be witnesses in the courts, 
we thought it was necessary to add this section to 
make them witnesses in the United States courts, 
in order to render the bill safe tothe community. 

3y our general law, the rules of evidence in the 
courts of the United States are the same as those 
existing in the particular State in which our 
courts sit; and therefore in those States where 
such a law exists these colored people cannot be 
witnesses, and hence they cannot be safely in- 
trusted with the carrying of the mails; but it is 
within the power of Congress to render them com- 
petent witnesses in the United States courts, and | 
therefore the committee reported the amendment | 
which is the second section of the bill. 

Indeed, | may say, Mr. President, that the 





general practice and the tendency of opinion now 


: ve! 
is to take away all disqualification of witnesses | 


|| throughout the country. 
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| upon any ground, and to leave their testimony to 
| go to the jury and the court for them to weigh it 

and do justice. In many of our States now, even 
| the parties to an action are competent witnesses; 


|} and no objection in point of law exists in nearly 


all the States on account of a man’s religious 
sentiments, Al! those disqualifications have been 
swept away, and we think it time to do it here in 
relation to colored people, and to make them com- 
petent witnesses in the United Statescourts. The 
courts and the juries of course will judge of their 
| credibility, Especially should that be done if the 
| mail is to be committed to their hands. 

| Mr. LANE, of Indiana. When this proposi- 
tion was before the Senate at the last session, to 
authorize colored persons to carry the mail, | 
voted against it. 1 shall vote againstitnow; but 
if the bill be passed, it seems to me that the amend- 
| ment proposed by the committee is proper, that 
they shall be made witnesses in the United States 
| courts. In many of the States colored persons 
are excluded from giving testimony where white 
persons or any other than colored persons are par- 
ties to the suit. Thatis the law in my own State. 
If this bill passes it will authorize these persons 
to testify in the Federal courts who are not per- 
mitted to testify in the State courts, because the 
Federal courts by our statutes adopt the practice 
of the State courts as far as practicable, 

1 am unwilling to pass this bill, believing that 
there is no necessity for it. There are plenty of 
white persons in the United States competent and 
honest and faithful who may discharge all these 
duties, and I see no necessity for opening the 
carrying of the mails to colored persons. I do 
not believe they will, in the ordinary course of 
events, prove more competent or more faithful 
than white persons. 

It will not be supposed by any one acquainted 
with my record that | am not fully anti-slavery 
in my views, but I do believe these radical counsels 
against the prejudice, it may be, or against the 
public sentiment of the country, will produce a re- 
action and do great harm instead of good. Eman- 
cipation is going on well enough now, and | am 
willing to leave it precisely where itis, and I shall 
give no vote for the mere purpose of agitation, 
which can by possibility do no good. Wehave 
had for the fast week discussions upon the sub- 
ject of slavery. One question arose in reference 
t0 the railroads in your city here. I feel com- 
pelled to say thatin my opinion the railroad com- 
pany have adopted precisely the best and the 
most convenient mode for the transmission of pas- 
sengers, white and black; that it is better they be 
kept separate. In the present condition of public 
opinion, and in the present legislation upon the 
| subject, that is not only rightand proper, but the 

best course that can be adopted, and I am un- 
willing to go into any of this useless agitauion 
which can result in no possible good. ; 
I believe it is well at this time to look to ques- 
tions affecting ihe interests of white men as well 
| as the interests of black men, and that the inter- 
| ests of both at this time are best consulted and 
best promoted by no legislation of this kind. I 
know I shall differ with most of my friends, asl 
did at the last session of Congress, but I shall 
vote against this measure, believing that no good 
purpose will be effected by its passage. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Iam proud to say 
that I represent a State the people of which have 
| intelligence sufficient to sift all testimony pre- 
sented, and justice enough to receive the truth 
from the lips of individuals without reference to 
| color. The people of Kansas have long since 

eradicated this much of their prejudices against 
| the oppressed African. I hope, sir, the bill as 
| amended by the committee will pass. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I[hailasan omen of good 
the remarks which have fallen from the distin- 
guished Senator from Indiana. I think they will 
| be received by the country with pleasure, and that 

the remarks which have been made here this 
| morning by that Senator will have a good effect 
1 shall enter into no 
discussion of the merits of the bill now before the 
| Senate; but I will simply ask this question: where 
is the practical good to be subserved by the pas- 
sage of this bill? Has the public service suffered 
detriment in the past from the exclusion of ne- 
groes from carrying the mail? Elas the mail been 
unsafely carried by reason of the exclusion of 
i that class of persons? Is there to be any public 
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benefit to 
Ie ima prac 


sentiment, a que 


| 
al question, or simply a question of 4 
resents d to the Se nate ? 
Mr. President, nearly every morning since the 
commencementof this session of Congress some 
measure or other has been called upand seem¢ d to 


have the preference, which had exclusive refer- | 


ence to the negroes of the country. Surely, sir, 
your legislation has gone far enough for so short 
a period of ume. Surely sufficient time of this 


session of Congress has been devoted to the in- 


terests of that class of people, without absorbing | 
; ° } 
every day during the session inthe consideration | 


of matters in which they are peculiarly interested. 
[ put the question to the Senate, and I put the 


question to the country for their consideration, | 


what is the possible motive for the introduction 
of this billand for the passage of this bill by Con- 
gress? I repeat, isany public good to result from 
such an enactment? Has the public service suf- 
fered detriment in the past from the exclusion of 
this class of persons from the carrying of the 
mails? Willthe public service be benefited in 
the future by the adoption of this measure? I 
apprehend not, Mr. President; and when you do 
allow them to carry the mails, with the provision 


that they shall be competent witnesses inthe Fed- | 


eral courts, those who are acquainted with that 
class of persons, who live in communities where 
they are very considerable in numbers, and have 
knowledge of their character, will find, I am ap- 
prehensive, thatinstead ofthe public service being 
benefited by such an enactment and by their hav- 
ing the privilege of testifying in courts of justice 
when your mails are robbed and destroyed, when 
the public service is injured in any manner in the 
carrying of the mails, they will be found very 
ready witnesses to tesufy that some person has 
waylaid them upon the road, and that some white 
man has done it, 

| think we are legislating against reason, against 
our own race, by such enactments as this; and 
rest assured, Senators, that if it shall become the 
law you will find that the result which I have 
predicted will oceur, and that when passion shall 
have subsided, when excitement shall have died 
away, when the people of this country shall again 
come to think soberly and reflect seriously upon 
(he relation of races, it will be regretted by magy 

those who even favor it now. 

Mr. POWELL.  Lask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
desire for only one moment to call attention to 
the origin of the legislation which it is now pro- 
posed to sweep out of our statute-book. [think 
if the Senator from Indiana who opposes the bill 
under consideration were fully aware of ‘the ori- 

iw the legislation which it seeks to remove, 
that we should have his vote, notwithstanding 
his eloquent speech, 

| have before me the American State Papers, 
the first volume, relating to the Post Office. In 
that volume, on page 27, is a letter from Gideon 
Granger, dated March 23, 1802. 
time, it will be remembered, Postmaster General 
of the United States. This letter is addressed to 
the Hon, James Jackson, Senator from Georgia. 
It isas follows: 


General Post Orrice, March 23, 1802. 

Sir: An objection exists against employing negroes, or 
people ef color, in transporting the public mails, of a na- 
ture too delicate to ingraft intoa report which may become 
public, yet too important to be omitted or passed over with- 
out tull consideration. I therefore take the liberty of ma- 
king to the committee, through you, a private representa- 
tion on that subject. After the scenes which St. Domingo 
bas exhibited to the world, we cannot be too cautious in at- 
tempting to prevent similar evils in the foursouthern States, 
where there are, particularly in the eastern and old settled 
parts of them, so great a proportion of blacks as to hazard 
the tranquillity and happiness of the free citizens. Indeed, 
in Virginia and South Carolina (as L have been informed) 
plans and conspiracies have already been concerted by 
them, more than once, to rise in arms, and subjugate their 
masters, 

Everything which tends to increase their knowledge of 
natural rights, of men and things, or that affords them an 
opportunity of associating, acquiring, and communicating 
seutiments, and of establishing a chain or line of intelli- 
gence, must increase your hazard, because it increases their 
means of effecting their object. 

The most active and intelligent are employed as post- 
riders. These are the most ready to learn, and the most 
able to execute. By traveling (rom day to day, and hourly 
mixing with people, they must, they will acquire imforma- 
tion. They will learn that a man’s rights do not depend on 


result from the passage of this measure? 1} 


tion of theory, which is now 


Before the vote is taken, I 


He was at the | 





| tion which we now seek to remove. 
| of a proposition to sustain slavery, communicated 
| in private to aSenator from Georgia. The legis- 
lation is a part of that system which Congress | 
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They will, in time, become teachers to their breth- 
ren. They become acquainted with each other on the line. 
Whenever the body, or a portion of them, Wish to act, they 
are an organized corps, circulating our intelligence opeuly, 
their own privately. 


his color. 


. 8 : | 
Their traveling creates no suspicion, excites no alarm. | 


One able man among them, perceiving the value of this ma- 


chine, might lay a plan which would de communicated by | 


your post-riders from town to town, and produce a general 
and united operation against you. 


prospect remote, but it does not follow that at some day the 
event would not be certain. 


With respect @nd esteem, GIDEON GRANGER. 


Hon. James Jackson, Senator from Georgia. 
There, sir, is the origin of the offensive legisla- 
It grew out 


has so long imposed upon the country under the 
domineering influence of slavery, and it was ex- 
pressly recommended on the ground that if col- 
ored persons were allowed to carry the mails 


**they would learn that aman’s rights do not de- | 
It was to subvert that prin- | 


pend.on his color.’ 


ciple that the offensive legislation was enacted. 
Sut ndw, since the resurrection of our day, since 
liberty is at last asserting her rights in the Re- 


public, Congress, it seems to me, can do nothing | 


less than to go back to its original policy under 
Washington and the fathers of the Republic, when 
no such legislation existed. 

I do not like to take time on a question which 
seems plain as justice. But out of the origin of 


that old legislation I derive an unanswerable ar- | 


gumentagainst it. The legislation is nothing but 
slavery installed in an act of Congress. Buteven 
if ithad not this character, it would be offensive 
as an injustice to the colored race. And here let 
me express my dissent from the Senator from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Lane.] He thought we oughtto favor 
the white race. But do not forget that you can- 
not do injustice to the colored race without injur- 
ing that white race which you desire to favor. 
No, sir; there can be butone rule forall, and that 
is the rule of justice. 

This is what | have to say on the original 
proposition, The amendment which has been re- 


ported by the committee has of course my cor- | 
dial concurrence. | have already during the pres- | 


ent session introduced a special bill in the same 
sense. On a former occasion, or on several former 
occasions, I have tried to ingraft that proposition 
on other bills then pending. Iam glad to meet 


it and welcome it on the present bill. I think the | 


suggestion of the committee, that it is important 
in the support of the original measure, is one 
which ought not to be neglected*by the Senate. 
The bill, therefore, in its original proposition, and 
also in its amendment, ought to be passed. It 


| will add to the judgment against slavery and its 


abuses. And it will also add to the securities and 
privileges of an oppressed race. Thisisenough. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, the letter 


| just read to the Senate, a letter from a former 


Postmaster General of the United States, and a 


| northern man, in my judgment is one of the most 


sensible letters that has ever been read in the 
Senate of the United States, or written by any 
man in the United States. It carries back the 
mind to the early days of the Republic, when 


| kindly feelings existed between the people of the 





North and the people of the South, when there 
was no disposition on the part of the people of the 
North to excite servile insurrection in the south- 
ern States; when there was no feeling cherished 
that the slave might rise in arms against his mas- 
ter; when the scenes of San Domingo had im- 
pressed upon the minds of the people both North 
and South the necessity of preserving the public 
peace and of doing no act which could mar the 
armony of the Republic. Sir, Mr. Granger, by 
writing that letter, showed to the country that he 
had a heart and a soul in his bosom, that he took 
no delight in scenes of blood, in servile insurrec- 
tion. He knew the relations existing, and hap- 
pily existing in his day, between the white race 
and the negro race, and as a gentleman and a 
Christian he wished to save his country, not only 
North but South, in every section of that coun- 
try, from any such scenes as those to which he 
referred, those which had occurred in San Do- 
mingo. 
It was-not then supposed to be a Christian duty 
to incite the slave to insurrection. That feeling 


It is easier to prevent | 
| the evil than to eure it. ‘The hazard may be small and the 
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which can rejoice in the effusion of innocent blood 
by members, although in a subordinate relati: 
of the same household was not then SUPPosed ty 
be Christian sympathy. Sir, if the spirit of yj, 
times have changed, when the historian shal] wy, 
up the truthful record of the past and of the presenr. 
and shall do justice to the spirit which aninared 
the men of the past and of the present, hic wi 
have no difficulty in saying that the men who 
| lived in the days of Mr. Granger, who Shared 
| his feelings, were the men if whose counsels had 
been faithfully followed the present unhappy sia:, 
|| of the country would not now be presented, | 
/am glad that that letter has been read to the Sop. 
ate; I am glad of the speech so appropria: ly 
made by the Senator from Indiana, because [ think 
while the speech will be hailed by conservatiys 
men and reflecting men throughout the country 
with pleasure, that letter willrecall toa greatexto;, 
| the minds of the thoughtful men of this country 
| to the early days of the Republic, and that they 
will contrast in the silent quietude of home the 
spirit which animated the men of that day with 
_ the spirit which is animating the men of the pres. 
‘enthour. Sir, I am glad,I repeat, that that Jette; 
| has been written, and I will follow the lights of 
| the past, the sunlight of the past, rather than the 
ignis fatuus of the present. 

Mr. POWELL. Theamendment proposed by 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
| in my judgment, should not be adopted. Tha 
|, amendment proposes to allow all persons, without 
| regard to color, to be witnesses in the courts of 
the United States. In many of the Siates negroes 
are not permitted to testify as witnesses against 
white persons. That isthe law of my own State, 
and the law of Indiana, as was stated by the hon- 
orable Senator from that State. It is the law in 
all the slave States,and in many of the free States; 
and I can see no reason why we should, by legis. 
lation here, change the rule. I think it is beter 
to leave it, as it has heretofore been left, to the 
States to prescribe who shall be witnesses. ‘[\y 
| Federal courts, by their rules, allow such persons 
to become witnesses in their courtsas are allowed 
inthe Statecourts. I think that is eminently wise 
and proper. 

You frequently have an appeal from the decis- 
| ions of the State courts to those of the courts of 
'| the United States.. If you have one rule as to 
| testimony in the State court, and another rule in 
| the court of the United States, you see at once th 
confusion that will exist. You try a certain class 
of cases in the State courts. By the laws of tle 
States certain persons are excluded from being 
| witnesses in certain causes, or where the rights 
of certain persons are being litigated. You try 
| the case by that rule of testimony in the State 
‘court. You take that case to the Federal cours. 
| If you have there a different rule of testimony 





you see at once the endless confusion that must 
follow. In order to keep up harmony and good 
feeling between the States and the national Gov- 
| ernment it is eminently proper that the States 
themselves should regulate all those matters. The 
practice, as it has existed heretofore, of allowing 
the rules of the State courts to govern in the Fed- 
eral courts of that locality is certainly the correct 
one. I therefore hope that the amendment re- 
ported from the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads will not be adopted. 

As to the general character of the bill, I know 
that nothing that I can say here will prevent this 
fanatical and radical kind of legislation; but [ 
would ask the Senate, has there been any detri- 
ment to the public interest in consequence 0! ne- 
groes being excluded from carrying the me's’ 
Certainly there has been none. If you pass '0'8 
bill, it can do no good; it will not promote \' 
public interest; it will not advance the public ser 
vice; it will be distasteful to the people of som 
of the States. That will be the result ne 
out doing any good in any event whatever. © 
good can possibly result to the country a. 
The only result will be that Senators who ent 
tain the views of the Senator from Massachus: a 
who a moment ago addressed the Senate W! a 
able in their electioneering documents to say '*” 
such and such laws have been passed 19 ie 
the negro, and add this to the list. It ot = 
gratification to that ultra-radical an ae 
my judgment has done more than every(01"5 Z 
to bring all the woes and ills by which we! 
now surrounded upon the country. 
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The VICE PRESIDE 
having expired, it becomes the a of the Chair 
to call up the special order of the day, being the 
unfinished business of yesterday. , 

Mr. SUMNER. I think we can vote on this 


Movie VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
section, the vote will be taken. 

Several Senators. Let us vote. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I should like to hear the 
amendment before the Senate read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Spec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in the courts of the 





United States there shall be no exclusion of any witness on | 


account ot color. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ask if the special order is 
not now before the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair so stated, 
but it was passed over informally, the Chair hear- 
ing no objection, the vote being requested by sev- 
eral Senators. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. President, it is not 
my purpose to discuss the question now presented 
to the Senate, except to say very briefly, inthe first 
place, that it does not properly belong to the bill 
to which it is proposed asan amendment. [ un- 
derstand it is proposed as an amendment to Sen- 
ate bill No. 62, which is ** a bill to remove all dis- 
qualification of color in carrying the mails.”’ I 
cannot see the propriety of attaching to a bill reg- 
ulating the mail service of the country a proposi- 
tion to regulate the question of the competency 
of witnessesin courts. Theone question 1s prop- 
erly considered by the Committee on Post Offices 
und Post Roads; the other, before it is considered 
by the Senate, ought to go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and let that committee present the 
reasons for or against the measure. It seems to 
me that this consideration would be enough to in- 
duce the Senate to reject the proposition as an 
amendment to the bill now before the Senate. 

But, sir, as An original proposition upon its own 
merits, | desire to say that I cannot support it. I 
think such a measure would not be agreeable to the 
State that | represent. They have decided for 
that State that they will not allow Indians or ne- 
groes to testify in the courts, except in cases in 
litigation between Indians and negroes. 1 do not 
say that the legislation of the State should be con- 
clusive in the courts of the United States; but, sir, 
the cireuit court of the United States in Indiana 
has adopted the State law on the subject of the 
competency of witnesses, and the mode and man- 
ner of bringing testimony before the court; and 
the effect of this proposition would be to change 
the law of the State of Indiana very materially. 

I cannot see why the Senator who proposes this 
measure stops where he does. If itis right to 
bring the negro into the court that he shall test- 
ify in a case between white men, that he shall 
be competent to impeach the testimony of a white 
witness, | cannot see why the Senator should 
stop there, and not also make him competent as 
a juror in the United States court. If his intel- 
ligence and integrity are such that we may trust 
him as a witness, not only to overcome the testi- 
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I. The morning hour | convicted of the crime that is charged against 
him, and shall suffer the penalties of the law; and | 


further, that he shall be heard to impeach the 
credibility of the white man; that the negro may 
be called to say that the white man is not a man 
of good character, and therefore ought not to be 
believed in court. 


These all stand upon the proposition that the | 


negro is the equal of the white man; that he is his 
eer. 
rere and said by law. If it is the opinion of the 
majority of this body that the negro shall not only 


be a witness but that he shall be a juror to decide | 


the case, let them say so. If negroesare to con- 
trol the result of verdicts by their testimony, why 
shall they not control the result of verdicts by 
their judgment as jurors? Let us have it fairly 
and squarely before the country, that we may 
know how far we are going in this direction. 


Sir, I cannot consent to give a vote on this sub- | 


ject without saying this much. 1 think it is an 
unfortunate step. You may say here that the 
negro is the equal of the white man; but you can- 
not make him such. You may say that he shall 
be trusted as the white man is trusted; but you 
cannot give him the qualities that inspire confi- 
dence among white men toward each other. | 
know in reply to this it will be said, as I have 
heard it said on the stump very often, that we 
need not fear the testimony of negroes, because 
the fact of their position in society will be consid- 
ered by the jury in weighing their testimony; but 
that does not answer the objection. 

This is a proposition based upon the idea that 
the negro is the equal in law, socially and po- 
litically, of the white man. I say itis an un- 
fortunate step. In Indiana we hold that it is the 
right of the State to define the status of the differ- 
ent classes of people in the State. This amend- 
ment proposes to interfere with that right, and 
to place in the courts of the United States as wit- 
nesses a class that the people of that State have 
said should not thus appear. It may be done; 


they may be forced upon society in all its rela- | 


tions as the equal of the white race; but that legis- 
lation will not make them equals. 


I do not believe they are our equals in the Army, 
in the courts, or anywhere else; and for that 
reason | voted against the bill proposing that they 
should have the same pay in the Army as white 
men. Their services are not worth so much; and 
I care not who says to the contrary, I do not be- 


believe, that the negro is the equal of the white 
soldiers that go from the State of Indiana. They 
should not be paid so much. ‘They cannot com- 
mand so much at home for their labor, because 
they lack those qualities that secure a high rate 
of compensation to the white man. 

Sir, our race is honored by a history that dis- 
tinguishes it. In all the pursuits of life our race 
has gone onward and upward, Standing alone, 
it has progressed for athousand years without a 
step backward. In the arts, in the sciences, in 
literature, in law, in all the departments of art and 
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If that be so, let us have it frankly said || 





| shall interrupt him one second further. 


|| argument that I attempted to make here. 
| notsay, | would not be understood as saying, that 


For one, I do not believe they are our equals. | 


lieve, nor can any weight of testimony make me | 








District in not prohibiting the common use of the 
street cars by both classes. | desire to know of 
the Senator from Indiana if, in his opinion, that 
isevidence of social equality, to be found together 


on a public conveyance? 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 


an answer now? 


Mr. HARLAN. Ifthe Senator chooses to give 
an answer. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I do not say that it is 
conclusive evidence of that; but when the major- 
ity of the Senate assume that they have a rieht 


Does the Senator expect 


| to social and political and legal equality, and hold 


that therefore they cannot be denied a position in 


; the cars with the white people, although accom- 


modations are provided otherwise for them, | say 
that does show what the majority desire. . 

Mr. HARLAN. I think the Senator's r ply 
will not be very satisfactory to himself when he 
comes to consider tt more coolly. Hlealleges that 
Congress has established or attempted to estab- 
lish social equality between colored people and 
white people in this District, and states as proof 
that they have the legal right to ride on a pubhe 
conveyance together, may be hauled from one end 
of the city to another by a common carrier. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. As the Senator has asked 
me a question I suppose he will be content that I 
l know 
the Senator would not desire to misrepresent any 
1 did 


the mere fact that the negroes were allowed | y 
action of Congress to ride upon the cars with 


white people established their — with the 


white race; but | say, as | said before, that the 


| fact that the majority in this body require that 
| they shall ride in the same cars; that they shall 


reeeive the same pay in the Army as the white 


| soldiers; that they shall receive the same boun- 


ties as the white soldiers, and now that they shall 
be heard in the courts as witnesses, shows the 
purpose of the majority to place them on terms 


| of social, political, and legal equality with the 


white race. I did not refer to any particular ac- 
tion of this body, but [ referred to the general 
tendency of our proceedings, giving nearly all the 
time of the Senate to the consideration of the in- 
terests of the negro, but very little of it to the 


|| white man. 


Mr. HARLAN. If I understand the Senator, 
then, he admits that his citation of proof is not 
conclusive; that if a commoncarrier shall receive 
in his wagon or rail-car or stage-coach a white 
man and a black man, that fact does not prove 
conclusively that they are socially equal. 

How is it with the other proofs cited? Con- 
gress has provided for the enlistment of both white 
and black men as soldiers. Both classes may le- 


| gally carry muskets in their country’s defense. 


I inquire if he seriously believes that this even 
tends to establish social equality between the two 
races? The laws of Congress on this subject 
provide that the colored men shall serve in sepa- 
rate regiments from white men; but they may 
fight for their country like white men in distinct 
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mony of the white man, but also to be called as 


learning, our race has gene onward and upward 
ect & witness to impeach the credibility of a white 


| organizations. Is the Senator serious in alleging 
for athousand years. Standing alone, the negro 


that this even tends to establish the social equal - 





see man in acourt of the United States, why not place || race has gone downward and downward for a || ity of the two classes? 
and him in the jury-box, and let him decide what shall || thousand years. When brought in contact with But he alleges that they are to receive the same 
be the verdict in the case between two white men? || our race, | admit it has made some steps upward ; || pay for the same kind of work. It does occur to 
ow I cannot see how gentlemen can discriminate. It || but standing alone, dependent upon its own qual- |, me that when he comes to think of this subject 
his is a question of integrity and intelligence, they || ity and itsown ability to raise itself, the tendency || more coolly, he will agree with me that that does 
it I say, and that the integrity and intelligence of the || of the negro race has been downward. Standing || not affect thesocial standing of either. The pay 
tri- negro may be trusted in opposition to the testi- || alone, depending on its own ability and high || pughtto have reference to the capacity of the man 
ne- mony of the white man. Then why shall he not || qualities, the tendency of the white race fora || that labors. He ought to receive a just equiva- 
‘1g? take his seat among the peers of the white man, || thousand years has been upward and onward. || lent for the amount ofservice he performs, whether 
this and decide as a juror the rights of the litigating || With such facts standing before us, 1 am hard to || he stands high or low in society, socially. It is 
the parties? be convinced that the negro is the equal of the || not his social position that you contract for. You 
set { understand the position to be taken in the || white man; and I am not content to see a law || contract for his labor, You contract for his phys- 
yme Senate of the United States—ithas been illustrated passed by the Congress of the United States pla- || ical strength to wield the sledge, or to handle the 
ith- by the debate all day yesterday—that the negro is || cing the negro upon a platform of equality with spade, or, if in the Army, to drive teams, er to 
No how the peer of the white man; thathe shall take || the white race in the courts of the country, the || handle commissary stores, or, if he be armed, to 
n it. lis Seat in the same cars; that there shall not be || sanctuary of our rights. || handle his musket. It is his ability to perform 
ster any police arrangement or regulation to exclude 


Mr. HARLAN. I desire to inquire of the Sena- 
tor from Indiana if in his opinion riding in a pub- | 
lic conveyance with another either creates or be- 


the service required that youcontract for, and not 
his social standing or his social qualities. 1 ean- 
not perceive that any of the proofs the Senator 


him from the cars of the white man, although 
row Is a Sufficient accommodation provided for 
thai im separately, but that he shall be forced into 


‘ comes evidence of social equality between the } presents even tend to establish his conclusions. 
yr of social equality with the white man. Now we go || parties? The principal objection alleged by the || ‘The billnow pending provides that the testimony 
bea one step further: that he shall be heard in court || Senator, if I understand him, to this bill is that it || of colored people may be heard inthe United States 
at in 48 @ witness against the white man, upon whose || will inaugurate social equality, and he enforces | courts. That is another proof in the opinion of 
else testimony the white man’s rights shall be taken || this conviction by alleging that Congress has || the Senator of the purpose of Congress to establish 
» are fom him when litigated with another white man, t 


heretofore enacted laws establishing equality be- || social equality between white and colored people. 


“pon whose testimony the white man shall be || tween the colored people and white people of this || I appeal to the good sense of the Senator, if he 
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will allow me to be so familiar with him, to say 
to the Senate if in his opinion all men who are 
permitted to testify before a tribunal of justice 
must necessarily be regarded as socially equal, 
Docs an examination as a witness in court affect 
the social position of the witness himself, or that 
of others, Whether white or black? 1 think the 
Senator bas not brought to bear on this subject 
his usual good sense. I suppose a man’s social 





position depends on other considerations than | 
riding on the same public conveyance with an- | 


other, receiving the same wages for the same kind | 


of service, either civil or military, or testifying | 


in the courts, 
truth 
to clicit the truth bearing on cases that are liti- 
gated, both civil and criminal, 

lam reminded by my colleague that it may be 


| suppose black men can tell the 


Courts, | believe, resort to every means | 


to the advantage of the white man as much as of | 


the negro, that the latter should be permitted to 
iestify in the courts. He may be the only per- 
gon in any given case who has knowledge of facts 
that may be conclusive in settling questions of 
vast interest pending before civil and criminal tri- 
bunals. If he is ignorant and degraded these 
facts will of course militate against his credibil- 
ity. 
or the jury that tries the case. 
introduce a colored witness may be very import- 


That will bea proper question for the court | 
Sut the right to | 


ant to the white man, much more so than to the | 


black man, as his interests are usually much 
larger than the interests of the negro. 

But then the Senator argues that if you permit 
a colored man to testify you ought to permit bim 
to sitasajuryman. Howso? I believe you al- 
low females to testify before the courts. Does it 
follow as a logical necessity that women must be 
authorized to sitas jurymen? You allow minor 
children to testify before the courts. Does it fol- 
low as a logical sequence that every child who is 
competent to testify as a witness ought to be au- 
thorized to sit as a juryman, and aid in trying 
cases? 

I can perceive no connection between the facts 
alleged and the conclusion stated. The truth is 
they depend upon entirely different considerations. 
The child may ata very early period be capable 
of te'ling the truth, any rational human being 
may be capable of telling the truth, of stating 
facts that come under his observation, and yet in- 
competent to adjudicate a question of law or a 
question of fact. So in relation to the correlative 
questions, as the right to vote and the right to hold 
office. A very small proportion, comparatively, 
of any civil community are permitted t6 partici- 
pate In managing its publicaffairs, A small pro- 
portion comparatively are permitted to vote and 
a very small proportion to hold office. These 
rights are not natural rights; they are rights that 
arise under the law by the common consent of the 
whole; and in adjusting the poliucal rights and 
franchises of each class the community is sup- 
posed to be controlled by a desire to promote the 
interests of the whole. The right to vote, to hold 
office, to aid in making the laws, in adjudicating 
and cnforcing them, is derived from the civil so- 
ciety of which the parties are members. They 
are not natural rights, as is the right to life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. Being made 
a Withess is hota natural right. It may be con- 
sidered a duty, when required by parties to a dis- 
pute, to testily;, it may be a grievous wrong to 
the parties litiwwant not to permit them to intro- 
duce the testimony of persons conversant with the 
facts in controversy. But being required or not 
required to testify as a witness is not a question 
of vatural right, and in no way affects the social 
status ofany one, The natural rights ofall should 
be protected alike by the laws, In this respect 
they should be perfectly equal. But when you 
proceed to bestow civil privileges, you must take 
into consideration the capacity of those who are 
to hold the trust. 

‘This bill provides that the disability of colored 
persons to carry the mails and to testify in the 
Inited States shall be removed, 
W hether the bill shall become a law or not, will 
not affect the social equality of the two races a 
hair’s breadth, It raises no question of equality, 
but it does raise a question of expediency. The 
mails are carried by contractors. The right to 
carry them is given to the lowest responsible bid- 
der who can give the required security for a faith- 
ful. performance of his conwact. Now, ifacolored 
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ce 


| United States or have ever lived, who, since these 
days of excitement, have refused to be seduced 


| heart of hearts to-day that that class of the white 


| stitution, 


| which it is sought to elevate them, I believe as 
firmly as I live that those who are now attempting 
| to inaugurate this modern policy will be adjudged 


| this bill, | do not do it from any prejudice against 
| this class of people, from any desire to deprive 
them of any right which they have or ought to 


| to persons carrying the mail. 
| signed by the,honorable chairman of the Com- 


| necessary in order to protect the public service to 


| ence to the mail is involved ? 








give the requisite security, whatharm could result 
in permitting him to execute the contract? Not 
the least to any mortal onearth. And if the Uni- | 
ted States mails should be robbed, or any other 
offense committed against the persons or property 
of others, in the presence of colored people, what | 
evil could possibly result from their examination 
in the courts? Nottheleastonearth. ‘They are 
now permitted to testify in nearly all the or 
States of the Union. Its propriety may therefore 
be considered a settled question, But if it is 
proper to examine them as witnesses in the State 
courts, it would be equally proper to permit it in 
the United States courts. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I do not 
wish to trouble the Senate on this question, 
neither do L wish to bring to the discussion any 


excitement nor to indulge inany prejudice against || 


this class of people. 1 was born among then, | 
and they were born on my father’s premises. 
My earliest recollection was when a negro ser- | 
vant attended to my wants; and | recur to those 
days with a great deal of pleasure and a great 
deal of kindness of feeling, because in those days, | 
before their passions became excited and false 
notions were put into their heads, they were a | 
faithful and obedient class of people, well pro- 
vided for,and well caring for those in whose ser- 
vice they were. Icould go, sir, to my own hum- | 
ble home, and there | could find two as faithfal | 
and devoted persons of this class as live in the 


from their homes by the golden visions which have 
been painted to their imaginations, 

I recollect this class of people when they were 
in their proper state and condition, with no other 
feeling but that of kindness, and | believe in my 


people of this country who care most for them, 
who think better of them,and who labor for their 
real benefit, are the slaveholders of the land and 
those who have been brought up amidst that in- 
I do not believe, [ never have believed, 
that all this legislation, all this excitement in the 
northern section of the country arises from any 
great regard for this class of beings, but from party 
considerations, because, knowing them as I do, 
and knowing their incapacity for the positions to 


by the faithful record of history to be the worst 
enemivs to this class of people. 

I therefore say, sir, that in troubling the Senate 
for a few moments longer with any remarks on 


————————————— 


have; | wish to invoke no prejudice on the part 
of others against them; but I think Lam but dis- 
charging a duty which | owe to the whole people 
of this country, and especially to the white race 
of this country, to protest against all this kind of | 
legislation. 

Sir, under what circumstances does the amend- 
ment which is the particular question now before 
the Senate come before this body? | The bill was 
simply to do away with the disability of color as 
The reason as- 


| 








mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads for this 
amendment is that if the billis to pass, it becomes 


make this class of people who shall be mail car- 
riers witnesses in the Federal courts. Does your 
amendment confine the reception of their testi- 
mony to cases where the public service in refer- | 





Does itsay thatin 
any case where a prosecution may be depending 
for robbing the mail, or by which the mail ser- 
vice is affected, the testimony of the mail carrier, 
whether he be white or whether he be black, shall 
be competent testimony? No, sir; but under the 
assumption—lI will not say pretense, for | mean 
no discourtesy—that if you make the negro the 
carrier of your mails, it may become necessary 
in certain contingencies to have his testimony 
ina court of jusuce, you throw open all your 
Federal courts in reference to any branch of busi- 
ness that may come before them, civil suits in 
your district courts between A and B, white men, 
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and you admit any and every negro to come jn 
as a witness and testify in favor of one of the par. 
ties and against the other. Theamendment pro- 
posed, therefore, is more extensive than the rea. 
son assigned for itsenactment. Whetherdesigned 
or not to accomplish that purpose, it is not only 


| to make the negro a competent witness in refer. 


ence to questions where the safety of the mail or 
the guilt of persons injuring to any extent the 
public interests in that respect is involved, but it 
is to make him a competent witness in reference 
to any case that may come before the Federa| 
courts, and that, too, without regard to the fact 
whether the —— of the State where he re. 
sides is that he shall be competent or not, 
Many gentlemen from the non-slaveholdine 
States, among whom there are but very few of 
this class of persons, and whose acquaintance 
with them, with their characters, with their dis. 
positions, with their qualities, of course cannot 
be so greatand so accurate as that of those living 
in other communities, I have no doubt frequently 
think that objections coming from such quarters 
as they sometimes hear objections come from in 
this body and in the other House, are unreason- 
able, are made for partisan effect. Let me tel] 
you, gentlemen, you yourselves in the future may 
see that such an idea, if entertained by you, is 4 
delusion, and that consequences of which you 


| never dreamed may result from the action which 


you here inaugurate, 

Why, sir, your Federal courts have jurisdiction 
of the greatest criminal offenses as well as of ciy)| 
issues. I admit that the slave, when left to him- 
self, and before the abolition excitement sprung 
up in this country, and even before the horrid 
scenes of the present revolution transpired, was, 
in the main, faithful to his master, and that the 
relations existing between the faithful slave and 
even the respectable negro free man with the white 
race were friendly and kind; but amid the throes of 
this terrible revolution, with the exciting appeals 
made to that class of people, with efforts made 
throughout the entire North by a portion of the 
people to stir up servile insurrection, and to array 
the hambler class against the more intelligent and 
elevated class, you have awakened a feeling, an in- 
tense feeling, in the breasts and in the minds of 
mary ofthis class of people against the white race, 
I stated to you, sir, nothing that was fanciful the 
other day, but I stated to you the solemn truth 
when | said that in the town in which I live, at this 
time, or only a few days ago, they were marching 
up and down our streets with horrid oaths, and 
in several instances snapped their pistols at white 
men, ‘The military were there, your negroes pro- 
tected, and your white men at their mercy. 

These, sir, are some of the scenes that occur 
in localities with which you have no personal 
acquaintance, and I call upon the members of the 
Senate as gentlemen of intelligence and reflecting 
men, and | call upon'the people of the vast North 
to wake up ere it is too late to the consequences 
that may result to the people of a large portion 
of this country from such legislation as this. 
Sir, there are madmen possessed of devils just as 
much as they were in the days of Christ, and 
whom the devil uses as instruments to carry out 
hisown hellish purposes, who would stir up insur- 
rection in communities where the races are more 
equal than they are in yours. Ido not believe that 
there are many, there may be some, in this Senate 
who entertain such a feeling, and therefore if | 


| speak warmly upon this subject, | speak to gen- 





tlemen whose hearts I hope are not so steeled 
against all the kindlier feelings of their nature as 
to carry on this system of legislation which may 
eventuate in scenes in the contemplation of which 
the imagination is appalled. 

Sir, suppose you go even to my own State, or 
the State of Maryland, or the State of Kentucky, 
or the State of Missouri to-day, all of which are 
in the Union, and a respectable white man 's 
charged in your Federal courts in cases in which 
they have jurisdiction of the most horrid and even 
capital offenses, 1 say to you from my knowledge 
of this class of beings, that it would be no diffi- 
cult matter at all to get a multitude of witnesses 
of this class to swearaway his life; and lam only 
afraid that there are men in this country whe 
would be pleased at a judicial murder committet 
by the perjury of the meanest free negro 1" the 
land, 

Mr. President, | propose not to enter wilo ® 
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and an argument which was not ad- 
but it has been said by the Sena- 
mploy them around this 


discussion 
dressed to me, 
or from lowa that you e 


C nitol, that you employ them in many business 
apitol, ‘ . ‘ } 
re lations of life, and therefore why not this? It is 


true, sir, this class of people, well-behaved and | 
a \|-disposed,ina slaveholding community where 
the kindly feelings which result from the relation of 
master and slave prevail, have never been denied | 
employment where they were faithful and wished | 
it; and they can always have it. But because 
ou employ them in the menial occupations of | 
life or as workmen,and pay them to enable them 
to support themselves and families, it does not fol- 
low therefore that you should pursue a system of | 
legislation which, whatever the Senator from Iowa | 
may thinkorsay, the public judgment of the coun- 
try, as warranted by your persistent legislation on 
this subject, will say was designed to evidence to 
the people of the whole country that in your judg- 
ment there should be no distinction whatever, 
My friend from Indiana has referred to the 
fact that you employ them in your Army, and | 
the Senator from lowa asks, is that any evidence | 
of equality? It makes no difference what you | 
secretly intend or think about it; but what is the 
effect upon that class of beings, and what is the 
effectupon the public judgmentofthe country? It | 
is that the legislation was designed to bring about 
that state of affairs. You cannot go into any 
slaveholding State where you are enlisting ne- | 
groes but you will see evidences every day that 
they so interpret your tegislation. 1 dislike, in 
the Senate of the United States, to refer to private 
incidents; but only the other day in the capital of | 
my own State, where this class of suldiers were 
being marched through the town and stationed in 
the town, one of them walked into the store of a 
respectable white man, and without provocation or 
insult let him know that he expected in less than 
three years to have a white wife. But, sir, though 
it may not be very dignified to detail these little 
incidents in the Senate of the United States, it is 


proper to do so in order to call the attention of || 


Senators and of the country to the natural conse- 
quence resulting from this species of legislation, 
that consequence being a belief engendered in the 
minds of this class of people that you do mean 
‘social equality. Iam proud to say that the ne- 
gro did not go off unpunished for his insolence. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Could he find a white 
wife in Delaware? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I am afraid he might in 
Kansas, where the gentleman has figured so large- 
ly upon this social equality, provided he has fol- 
lowers enough to carry out his doctrines. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I will say to the hon- 
orable Senator, that while in Kansas we are dis- 
posed to do justice to all, we are willing, if this 
class of people desire it, that they shall separate 
from us, and our people are pretty unanimous in 
favor of setting apart western Texas for them. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. That only shows how 
potential an influence the Senator from Kansas 
exercises in his State. It is but recently that he 
introduced that bill or called the attention of the 
people of the country or the people of Kansas to 
that question, and in so short a time such has | 
been the powerful influence of the Senator from 
Kansas in his own State that they have unani- 
mously adopted his views. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. With the consent of 
the Senator from Delaware, I desire to state to 
him and to the Senate that the subject of settling 
the blacks in western Texas has been discussed 
in the State I represent, by myself and others, for 
more than a year, 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Ihave lived in the State 
of Delaware all my life, and I have known men 
much abler who lived there all their lives, such 
men as Clayton, and I never knew that by the dis- 
cussion of a question for one year, any of them 
could get a unanimous verdict of the people of that 
State in its favor. 

But, Mr. President, I have said about all that 

intended to say in reference to this subject. I 
take leave of it, earnestly as I have addressed the 
Senate in relation to it, with the same feeling with 
Which | commenced, with no feeling of real pas- 
sion; I have said what I have said only from a 
Sense of public duty. 

Mr, LANE, of Kansas. The question of amal- 
kamation is a mere question of taste. There is 
Hota white lady in Kansas who requires the elo- 
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| gro, amalgamation or no amal: 


quence of a Senator or a legal enactment to con- 
trol her choice as to a husband. Lhave no fears 
myself that the ladies of Kansas will prefer the 
coloredrace. They are intelligent, refined, proud 
of their blood and race, and will select husbands 
therefrom. If the Senator from Delaware has 
such fears for his lady constituents I do not par- 
take of them so far as my lady constituents are 
concerned. But let me say that this fear of amal- 
gamation has very recently grown up in the part 
to which the Senator belongs. I remember wel 
Mr. President, when I was in the Democratic 
party: that I voted, for the proud position you now 
nold, as the nominee of that party, fora man who 


t 


was at the time living witha negro wife, and who | 
raised a large family of children by her; and I re- | 


member frequently having said during that cam- 
paign to the members of the Democratic party in 
my speeches, ‘*‘l appeal to you, gentlemen, to vote 
for Colonel Richard M. Johnson as the Demo- 
cratic nominee for Vice President, negro or no ne- 
gamation.’? What, 
sir, the Democratic party condemning it now, 
when they elevated to the second position in this 
Government a man who was a practical amalga- 
mationist! Such inconsistency, Mr. President, 
is shameful. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. 


The Senator took occa- 


| sion to interrupt me two or three times kindly, 


he has just said. 


and I took it in the kindest spirit; and he will 
allow me to make a suggestion in regard to what 


| fact alluded to was not very disagreeable to him, 


| either race. 


but it proves nothing farther. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. It proves, sir, that I 
was in the chains ofa party, and that those chains 
compelled me to do that which was very distaste- 
ful to me at the time. I was then and am now 


opposed to the amalgamation of the two races, | 
believing, as I do, that the product is inferior to | 


It further proves that the Demo- 
cratic party was at thatearly day in favor of 
practical amalgamation, else they would not have 
nominated and elected Colonel Richard M. John- 


| son as Vice President. 


| 


| 
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Mr. POWELL. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee by inserting after the word 
‘*States,’’in the second line, the words ‘in all cases 
for robbing or violating the mails of the United 
States;’’ so as to make it read: 


That in the courts of.the United States, in all cases for 


robbing or violating the mails of the United States, there | 


shall be no exclusion of any witness on account of color. 


Ifthis amendment shall be adopted, it will leave | 


the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads so as to meet the 
evil which they say will exist in case the bill as 
it was originally introduced shall become a law. 


If their sole object is to allow black mail carriers | 
to be witnesses against those who violate the | 


mail, they will effect their object by adopting the 
section as | pees to amend it. 


Mr. CONNE 


L8. 


I wish to say tothe Senator | 
| from Kentucky that my object in voting for the 
| bill is not the sole object of extending the right 


to testify to negroes in cases involving violations | 


of the post office laws of the United States. 
cidentally that brings the question up here, and 
brought it up in the committee of which I have 
the honor to be a member, but I desire to say to 
that Senator, and to the other Senators who have 


| colored men shall be received in all the courts of 


the United States; and | desire, without continu- 
ing the discussion, to say to those Senators that 
the great State of New York, the Empire State 
of the Union, has grown up and prospered under 
just such a rule as that for manya year. Inthe 
State that I have the honor in part to represent, 
the rule of excluding the testimony of colored 
people, and all persons but whites, existed until 
1862. Under the rule and tyranny of a party 
there that too often forgot not only liberality but 
justice too, the testimony of colored men was ex- 


cluded from the courts of that State until, over | 


In- | 


| spoken on that side of the Chamber, that my pur- | 
| pose is to give a vote by which the testimony of 
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| their own carriers, 
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authorize the Postmaster General to employ a col- 
ored person to carry the mails, if he thought 
proper, and it did that by repealing the prohibi- 
tion in the original law. Practically, | suppose 
that no colored: person will be employed, at any 
rate for years to come. I think it will be found 
that the Postmaster General, even ifbe is governed 
by political influences, will be very much more 
likely, if not certain, to employ a white man to 
carry the mails than a black man. 

Mr. CONNESS. I have no doubt of that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand the Senator 
from California to agree with me in that particu- 
lar. As far, therefore, as the main object of the 
bill is concerned, it will be practically of no effect; 
but the committee have introduced the amend- 
ment which has given rise to the discussion, and 
as lL understood from the chairman it was intro- 
duced because the committee thought that if the 
mail was to be intrusted toa black man, as the 
mail might be robbed, and there be no witness 
of the fact except the mail carrier, he should be 
made a competent witness. But if I am right in 
supposing that there will be no black mail carrier, 
because the Postmaster General will never em- 
ploy one, or will very rarely if ever employ one, 


eee 


| then the whole effect of the bill will be to do away 
| with the incompetency of colored men as wit- 


nesses. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


Carriers of the mails are 


| never employed by the Postmaster General. 
That may be evidence that the || 


Mr. JOHNSON. Well, whoever does it. 
Mr. COLLAMER. The contractors employ 


Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator will allow me 
one moment, I will mention a hardship under the 
old legislation of Congress that has actually oc- 
curred in Boston. The postmaster has desired to 
employ a very estimable free colored person asa 
carrier of letters in the city, but he has found that 
he could not do it without exposing himself to a 


| severe penalty under the act of Congress which 


| is now pro 


posed to repeal. 

.Mr.JOHNSON. Well; there can be very few 
such cases, Mr. President. If they can geta white 
man and a respectable white man, (and I suppose 
respectable white men are just as easily found in 
Boston as respectable colored men,) the chances 


| are but one in a hundred that they will employa 


respectable black man. There may be some of 


| these contractors who are more wedded to that 
| particular race than others, as there are certain 


| it passes with t 
| committee, an amendment in my view perfectly 


politicians who apparently seem more anxious to 
protect them than to protect others; but they are 
few. Practically therefore, as I think, the bill if 

he amendment suggested by the 


| right if the bill was to be operative at all in its 


first section, will be to change, practically to re- 


| peal all the laws of the States in relation to the 


| moved in New York in 1832 or 1836, 


testimony of persons of color. The honorable 
member from California has told us that the in- 
competency of the black man to testify was re- 
think it 
was 1832, and that it has operated very benefi- 
cially. That, 1 think, is highly probable, and if all 
the negroes in Maryland were free, and especially 
if they had been free as long as the negroes in 
New York had been free, for one I should be in 
favor of making them competent witnesses. 

I partake of the spirit which has governed the 
courts, not to say the legislation of various coun- 


| tries, that all questions depending upon human 


and again, robberies and murders were committed | 
upon the highways with pe means of bringing | 
the perpetrators to justice. I desire to be plainly | 
understood that my purpose is to receive testi- | 
mony and proof from any source that is human. | 


Mr. JOHNSON. I rather regret that the bill 
itself, which was referred to the committee, was 
introduced. ‘The object of the bill was simply jo 


testimony should rather be questions of credibil- 
ity than questions of competency. The jury are 


faily able, speaking generally, whether a witness, 
| be he black or white, be he alien or citizen, be he 


| of one party, where 


arty spirit runs high, or of 


another, to decide whan creditis to be attached to 


| his testimony; and I did therefore propose, when 
| | had the honor to be a member of our own Le- 


gislature, upon two occasions, once when a mem- 
ber of the Senate of the State and recently when 


/ a member of the House of Delegates of that State, 


and carry through each of the branches of which 
I happened to be a member, a law authorizing 
the parties to be examined, England has done 
that, although (for, singular as it may seem, the 
lawyers are generally as a class against al! im- 
provements or alleged improvements, all modifi 
cations which change in any substantial particu- 
lar the original law,) the whole bar of England, 
almost withoutan exception, and the whole bench 
of England were opposed to that change. But l 
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happened to be in England in 1854, and to be hon- 
ored by the privilege of being on the bench with 
the judges of the Queen’s Bench several times 
when parties were being examined, and I recol- 
lect that the then Chief Justice, Lord Campbell, 
afterwards the Chancellor, and Mr. Justice Cole- 
ridge, betwcen whom 1 sat, told me that they 
had been very much opposed to that change of 
the law, but that they had become satisfied that 
it was a most salutary change, Truth had not 
only been discovered more effectually than it had 
been before, but truth had been discovered in cases 
where it could not have been discovered under 
the law as it originally stood, and that it had the 
effect not only of working out justice in trials 
where there was controversy, but of keeping out 
of court a vast variety of cases that otherwise 
would have come into court. When, for exam- 
ple, the defendant knew that the plaintiff would 
be a witness as against him, or the plaintiff knew 
that the defendant would be a witness in his own 
behalf and as against the plaintiff, and either felt 
that there was something wrong either in his de- 
fense or in his demand, he made no defense or no 
demand, and cases without number were kept out 
of court. 

I should therefore be perfectly willing to do 
away with all these restrictions, originally more 
the result of prejudice or of short-sightedness than 
anything else; more the result of not seeing what 
a guard there was, as a general thing, against any 
mischief resulting from leaving all these matters 
to be pass d upon by the jury, in the fact that 
the jury would have the privilege of passing upon 
them. But what T object to is—and I submit it 
to the Senate with all sincerity—that if we make 
this change at this period, make witnesses in the 
States where slavery exists, it will be dangerous. 
Perhaps the members of the Senate who come 
from States where there is no political difference 
of opinion may not appreciate this suggestion; 
but I think it would be exceedingly perilous to 
change the Jaw at least in respectto my own 
State. Ihave no doubt the same consideration 
applies to other States, Kentucky and Missouri, 
but I speak now of my own. 

tis useless to deny that there has been in 
Maryland, and toa certain extent there exists 
now, a very strong sympathy with the South, 
and such a sympathy as I think would induce 
those who entertain it to rejoice very much if this 
war upon the part of the United States to sustain 
the life of the nation should fail. These people 
are known for the most part, and a great many 
perhaps are suspected who do not entertain the 
sympathy. ‘They are suspected because of their 
association, They are excellent men, excellent 
ladies; but they do either entertain that feeling or 
they are suspected of entertaining it; and almost 
every day the military are interfering—I do not 
complain of it, because I have no doubt they are 
trying to do their duty—interfering upon almost 


every variety of testimony, and upon the faith of | 
such testimony they are ordering out of Mary- | 


land men and women. What I fear is, that if 
you do away with the prohibition which it is the 
object of this amendment to do away with, that 
scene will be very much increased. It is carry- 
ing now more or less of ruin into many a house- 
hold, They are afraid even now, and they may 
well be afraid, perhaps, of talking except in whis- 
pers in their own houses—even now when what 
they do say cannot be testified to by the servants 
who may be colored, as for the most part they are. 
But do away with this restriction, and the con- 
dition of things will be infinitely worse. ” 
If I supposed that the existence of such adaw 
as this is could in the slightest degree increase 


the chances of bringing this war to a termination | 


speedily, and to that termination which we all 
look upon not only with hope but with certainty, 
a successful termination, | would not raise my 
voice against this legislation or any other legis- 


lation that might have in my judgment that tend- || 


ency. Isubmitto the Senate whether it is proper, 
whether it is politic, whether, if they permit me 
to say so, it is humane to pass alaw which may 
cause a great deal more trouble in these States 
where the general feeling is that of loyalty, when 
no good, looking to any actual, practical, valuable 
result, is to be the consequence. 

Let them be free, and that they are soon to be. 
You have made them free in a great measure, and 


by that Lam not to be understood as thinking that | 


| free. 
ject upon former occasions is simply that after 
}} you have called upon them to serve you in the || 
| military service of your country, to achieve the | 
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What I have meant in relation to that sub- || 


safety of your nation, they have aright as against || 
rou to be free, and that it would be dishonorable || 
if you did not see that that right was acknowl- | 
edged. But they are about to be free by our own 
legislation; at least I think so, certainly hope so. 
Let them be free. Letthem come, then, to be as | 
respectable as the respectable colored gentleman 
to whom the Senator from Massachusetts has re- 
ferred. [am not one of those who think they 





cannot become respectable by education; and Lam 
very far from thinking that they are not just as 
likely to tell the truth as other people in the same 
condition of mental and moral cultivation, and 
that consequently when they become educated, 
morally and intellectually—the one will follow 
from the other—we shall be able to have them upon 
the stand, and glad to have them upon thestand, 
to testify to whatever may have fallen within their 
observation, to be believed or notas they may un- 
dergo the tests to which white men are subjected, 
the test ofcross-examination, the test of their per- 
sonal appearance, and the test of contradictory 
evidence. 

I ask the Senate at any rate, if they will pass 
a bill changing the law of evidence in the States 
where slavery now exists and where these black 
persons are, they will at least confine the amend- 
ment so as to only justify him to be a witness, if 
a colored man, who is free as well as colored. It 








is an easy thing for you, gentlemen; yours are all 
free; and in my opinion what you are, the pros- 
perity you have attained, is in a great measure 
owing to the fact that there is no slavery in your 
midst—an opinion which, as I said before, is not 
formed now for the occasion, certainly not formed 
with a view to jump from one party intoanother. 
J again submit, in conclusion, that if it is to pass 
in any form, I think Maryland would be better 
pleased, the loyal men of Maryland would be bet- 
ter pleased, the peace of the State would be much 
more likely to be promoted by confining it to free 
blacks, and leaving the slave blacks to stand un- 
der our law as it has been from the beginning. ° 
Mr. HALE. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill, and that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. GRIMES. Before the doors are closed, I 
ask the unanimous.consent of the Senate to move 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn 


| to meet on Monday next. 


The motion was agreed to. 


COTTON SPECULATIONS BY OFFICERS. 
Mr. POWELL. Before the doors are closed, 


I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to take 


| up a resolution I offered a few days ago asking for 


certain information from the Secretary of War. 
Mr. GRIMES. Let the resolution be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of Warbe directed to trans- 


| mit to the Senate the report and evidence taken by the mil- 


itary commission, at the head of which was Major General 
Irwin McDowell, appointed to investigate the conduct of 
officers of the Army, and others engaged in the military 
service, in cotton or other speculations, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any ob- 
jection to taking up the resolution? 

Mr.GRIMES. Yes, sir; L object to taking itup. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the motion to take up the resolution can- 
not be entertained. 


Mr. POWELL. 


I desire to ask if the Secre- 


| tary has transmitted a copy of the resolution I 
|| offered some days since, touching orders given to 


the provost marshals, to the Department. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 
inquire privately of the Secretary, but he cannot 
propound a question in the Senate to the Secre- 


tary of the Senate. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


executive business; and after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. MePuerson, its Clerk, announced that the 
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| beeause you bring them into the Army they are || House had passed the joint resolution of the Sen. 
ate (No. 19) of thanks of Congress to Commodore 
| Cadwalader Ringgold, the officers and crew of 


the United States ship Sabine. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bill and joint resoly. 
tions; in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

A bill (No. 261) to provide for the voluntary 
enlistment of any persons, residents of certain 
States, into the regiments of other States; 

A joint resolution (No. 13) tendering the thanks 


| of Congress to Admiral Porter; and 


A joint resolution (No. 21) relative to the ac. 
counts of the petty officers, seamen, and others of 
the crew of the United States gunboat Cincinnati, 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 
Mr. WILSON, from the committee of confer. 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 
on the bill (H. R. No. 26) reviving the grade of 
lieutenant general in the United States Army, 
submitted the following report: 

The committee of conference appointed to take into con- 
sideration the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill (H. R. No. 26) .reviving the grade of lieutenant gen 
eral in the United States Army, having met, after full and 
free conference do recommend to their respective Houses 
as follows: 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the first amendment of the Senate, and 
agree to the same. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its dis- 
agreement to the second amendment of the Senate, and 
agree to the same. . 

That the Senate do recede from its third amendment, and 
doagree to the bill of the House of Representatives with the 
following amendments, namely: 1. After the word * abi! 
ity”? in the eleventh line of the first section of said bill strike 
out the word “and.’? 2. Strike out the word * shall” inthe 
thirteenth line of said section, and insert the word “ may” 
inlieu thereof. 3. Afterthe word “ direction” in the thir- 
teenth line of said section insert the words, “ and during 
the pleasure.” 4, Strike out allof the said section after the 
word ‘* States” in the fifteenth line thereof. And that the 
House of Representatives do agree to the said amendments, 

HENRY WILSON, 

Hi. S. LANE, 

REVERDY JOHNSON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

E. B. WASHBURNE, 

A. McALLISTER, 

R. E. FENTON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

The report was concurred in. 


The bill as thus amended is as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the grade of lieutenant general be, 
and the sume is hereby, revived in the Army of the United 
States ; and the President is hereby authorized, whenever 
he shall deem it expedient, to appoint, by and with the ad 
vice and consent of the Senate, a lieutenant general, to be 
selected from among those officers in the military service 
of the United States, not below the grade of major general, 
most distinguished for courage, skill, and ability, who, br 
ing commissioned as lieutenant general, may be author- 
ized, under the direction and during the pleasure of the 
President, to command the armies of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the lieutenant 
general, appointed as hereinbefore provided, shall be en- 
titled to the pay, allowances, and staff specified in the fifth 
section of the act approved May 28, 1798; and also the al 
lowances described in the sixth section of the act approved 
August 23, 1842, granting additional rations to certain offi- 
cers: Provided, That nothing in this bill contained shal! be 
construed in any way to affect the rank, pay, or allowances 
of Winfield Scott, lieutenant general by brevet, now on 
the retired list of the Army. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolutions from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated be- 
low: 

A bill (No. 151) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1865— 
to the Committee on Finance. 

A joint resolution (No. 42) authorizing pay- 
ment of prize money due to Commander Abner 
Read, United States Navy, to his widow, Con- 
stance Read—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A joint resolution (No. 41) to continue the pay- 
ment of bounties—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. ; 

A joint resolution (No. 43) authorizing the set- 
tlement of the accounts of J. N. Carpenter, & 
paymaster in the United States Navy—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

A bill (No. 261) to provide for the voluntsry 
enlistment of any persons, residents of certa!n 
States, into the regiments of other States—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the aie 

A joint resolution (No. 13) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Admiral Porter—to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affuirs. 








A joint resolution (No. 21) relative to the ac- 
counts of the petty officers, seamen, and others 
of the crew of the United States gunboat Cincin- | 
nati—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
WAREHOUSING OF IMPORTED GOODS. 





The bill (H. R. No. 230) to extend the time \| 


for the withdrawal of goods from public stores | 
and bonded warehouses, and for other purposes, 
was read by jts title. ; 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to put that bill on its passage 
now. 

There being no objectien, the bill was read 
three times, and passed. 

It provides thatall goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise now in public stores or bonded warehouses, | 
on which duties are unpaid, and which shall have 
been in bond more than one year and less than 
three years at the time of the passage of the act, 
may be entered for consumption, and the bonds 
canceled at any time before the lst of June next 
on payment of duties and charges according to 
law. Italso provides that the term ‘license,’? | 
in the first proviso to the fifteenth section of the 
act increasing temporarily the duties on imports, 
and for other purposes, approved July 14, 1862, 
shall be held to extend to all vessels authorized 
by law to engage in the coasting trade, whether 
sailing under registers or enrollments and li- 
censes. 

On motion of Mr. WADE, the Senate ad- | 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 26, 1864. 
The, House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannina. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REPORT OF CAPTAIN J. L. FISK. 





Mr. WALLACE asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, 
requested to furnish this House with a copy of the report of 
Captain J. L. Fisk relative to his late exploration to the 
Rocky mountains, the gold fields of Idaho, &c., now on file 


in the office of the Adjutant General. | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I have no 


objection to the resolution provided it be modified 


by inserting ** directed”’ in place of ‘* instructed.’? | 


“Mr. WALLACE. I accept that modification. 
The resolution, as modified, was introduced, 
read, considered, and agreed to. 
POST ROUTES IN UTAH AND IDAHO. 


Mr. WALLACE, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of the Legislature of Idaho 
in reference to the establishment of certain post 
routes in Utah and Idaho; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


CADETS AT WEST POINT. 


Mr. STROUSE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
number of cadets at the West Point Military Academy ; 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 





PAY OF OFFICERS ABSENT ON LEAVE. 


_ Mr. STROUSE, by unanimous consent, also 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of section thirty-one of the act entitled “An act 
for enrolling and calling out the national forces, and for 
other purposes,” approved March 3, 1863, as relates to the | 
pay and allowance of officers absent with leave. | 


SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812, | 


Mr. SPALDING, by unanimous consent, in- | 
troduced a bill granting pensions to the surviving | 
soldiers of the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL G. W. MORGAN. 


_On motion of Mr. COX, the following resolu- 
tion, laid over from a previous day, was by unan- 


imous consent taken up, read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
mMunicate to this House copies of a communication from 
Brigadier General G. W. Morgan to Adjutant General 
Thomas, dated Mount Vernon, Ohio, June 6, 1863, and the | 
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sive, the same being in reply to that portion of the official 
report of Major General Halleck, dated December 2, 1862, 
relative to the evacuation of Cumberland Gap. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN WISCONSIN, ETC. 

On motion of Mr. SLOAN, the Committee on 
Public Lands were discharged from the further 
consideration of a resolution in relation to the dis- 
continuance of the surveyor general’s office, and 
provenens for surveys of land in Wisconsin and 
owa, and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 


MISSOURI TROOPS. 


Mr. BOYD, by unanimous consent, introduced | 


the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Whereas the State authorities of the State of Missouri 
have heretofore enrolled into service all persons liable to 
military service; and whereas they have been designated 


as enrolled Missouri militia and provisional militia by said | 


State authorities; and whereas said soldiery have been turned 
over to and have been acting under orders of the military 
commandant of the department of Missouri; and whereas 
the four regiments of such soldiery in the fourth congres- 


sional district of said State have been in active service for | : ; 

|| regular order of business. 
1\ 

| 

i} 


more than twelve months, and have done good and gallant 
service; and whereas the State of Missouri has failed to 
provide for the payment of said soldiery, who, in a great 


measure, at various times, protected and saved the prop- | 


erty of the United States, valued at millions of dollars ; and 
‘whereas said soldiery have ever acted with acheerfulness 
and alacrity in obedjence to orders: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed 


to inquire into the justice and expediency of paying said | 


soldiery according to their muster-in rolls the same as vol 


unteers, and that the said soldiery be placed on same foot- || 


ing, as to pay, pension, bounty, &c., as United States sol- 
diers; and report by bill or otherwise. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. STILES. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move that when the House adjourns to-day it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
he is informed by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means that he proposes to make 
to-morrow a day for general debate in Committee 
of the Whole, when no vote shall be taken. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope by unanimous con- 


sent we shall meet to-morrow and consider the 


President’s message, with the understanding that | 


nothing shall be done except debate, so that gen- 
tlemen who desire may speak. That will save a 
great deal of time. 

By unanimous consent the suggestion of Mr. 


| STEVENS was agreed to. 


Mr. STILES. I withdraw my motion. 
WES®PERN CLAIMS. 


Mr. BOYD, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill to authorize the payment of certain claims 
inthe Western department; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 


regular order of business. 
PUNISHMENT OF TRAITORS. 
Mr. HIGBY. I[ask the gentleman from Illi- 


nois to allow me to introduce a bill for reference. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. L[understand 
the gentleman from California is obliged to leave 
the city, and hence I withdraw my call for that 
purpose. 
Mr. HIGBY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to exclude traitors and alien enemies 


from the courts of the United States in civil cases | 


and from the public lands; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

PAYMENT OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. SCHENCK. lIask the genthman from 
Illinois [Mr. Wasusurne] to allow me to offer 
from the Committee on Military Affairs a joint 
resolution extending the time for the payment of 
bounties. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I object, and call for 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
my call. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
mine. 

Mr. ODELL. This bill is one of importance 
to the country, and it is important that it should 
be acted upon now. It isa billtoextend the time 
for the payment of bounties to veterans who re- 
enlist. The time expires on Sunday. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 


I withdraw 


I do not withdraw 


exhibits thereto attached, marked from “A” to “ Q” inclu. || been fully understood. 


I-think this matter has not | 


843 


Mr. FINCK. Lobjectto the gentleman making 
a Statement, 

Mr. ASHLEY. Lask unanimous consent of 
the House to set apart the second Thursday and 
Friday of March for the consideration of territo- 
rial business after the morning hour, and that the 
territorial bills in committee be then made the 
special order. 

Mr. HARDING. I object. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I understand the 

| gentleman from Kentucky to have withdrawn his 
demand for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not sv un- 

| derstand. The gentleman from Kentucky took 
his seat without replying to the inquiry of the 


|| Chair whether he withdrew his objection. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. I have made no ob- 
jection to the unanimous consent asked by the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Asutey] just now. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair so understands. 
|The gentleman’s colleague (Mr. Harpine] ob- 


|| jected. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
The SPEAKER. The reeular order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees for reports of a pri- 
|| vate nature, commencing with the Committee on 
|| Indian Affairs. : 
|| Mr. ODELL. I understand that the gentle- 
||}man from Kentucky (Mr. Wapsworrn] does 
| not object to the reporting of the joint resolution 
|| in relation to bounties. 
||  TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
demands the regular order of business’. 
| 
| 
| 


i} 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
| my demand for the regular order of business so 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] may 
| report the resolution to extend the time for the pa y- 
| ment of bounties. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. 

business. 
|| TheSPEAKER. The Chair will again state 
| the proposition. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
|| ScueENcK] asks the unanimous consent of the 
|| House to report feom the Committee on Military 
Affairs a joint resolution to extend the time for 
|| the payment of bounties. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
The SPEAKER, 
|| tion. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. I send up the joint resolu- 
| tion, which is a report from the Military Com- 
mittee. 
| Mr. WADSWORTH. I have not withdrawn 
|| my objection to the reporting of that resolution 
|| by the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair was misin- 
| formed. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. 
|| objection. 

Mr. ODELL. I believe I misled the Chair and 
the House. I made the statement that the gen- 
|| tleman withdrew his objection, as 1 understood 
him to say that he would do so if I asked him to 
\| do it; hence I made the statement. 
| Mr. WADSWORTH. Isaid 1 would not ob- 
| ject to any request the gentleman from New York 
| himself made of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that he is under the 
|| impression that his objection comes too late, as 


I call for the regular order of 


Is there objection ? 
I withdraw my objection. 
The Chair hears no objec- 


I did not withdraw the 








\| the Chair stated distinctly and audibly, after the 
| remark of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
| OpeLt,] that he would again state the proposi- 


j 


| tion; he did so,and no objection was made. ‘The 


| Chair therefore thinks the objection comes too 
\| late. The Chair desires to do justice to both 
| sides of the House, but he stated the question 
| distinctly, and thereupon the gentleman from In- 
| diana, [Mr. Hotman,] who had called for the 
| regular order of business, rose and stated that he 
| withdrew his objection, and the Chair heard no 
| other objection. 
'| Mr. WADSWORTH. I have not objected to 
|| any consent asked by the gentleman from New 
|| York, (Mr. Opetu.] I objected only to the con- 
|| sent asked by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scnenck.] 

Mr. ODELL. That was my understanding. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated the mat- 
ter distinctly, and no objection was made. The 
joint resolution is before the House. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time. I[t provides that the bounties authorized to 
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be paid under existing laws and regulations and 
orders of the War Department to veterans re- | 
enlisting or persons enlisting in the regular or | 
volunteer service of the United States for three 
years or during the war shall continue to be paid 
from the Ist day of March, 1864, to the Ist day 
of April, anything in any law or regulation to the 
contrary notwithstanding; said bounties to be paid 
out of any money already appropriated for such 
purpose 8. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the joint resolution. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I would ask the gentleman 
to amend the joint resolution by providing that 
all veterans who reénlist shall be credited to the 
different towns and election districts from which 
they come. 

TheSPEAKER. That amendment would not 
be in order pending the demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 withdraw the demand for 
the previous question simply to say to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania that that is already the 
provision of law, and if it were repeated twenty | 
times in this resolution it would not make it any 
stronger. ‘The law requires that to be done now. | 





| 
i} 
| 
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Mr. COFFROTH. The Provost Marshal Gen- || 


eral has issued an order in antagonism to what 
the gentleman states to be the law. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then he must be held to 
obey the law. That is all I can say. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I desire 
to ask the gentleman whether any provision 1s 
made in this resolation for giving bounty to the 
heirs of those who lost their lives in the service 
prior to July, 1861. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That matter is not relevant 
at all to this resolution, This resolution merely 
relates to the payment of bounties upon reénlist- | 
mentorenlistnent, extending the time from March 
1, when the law expires, to the Ist of April, so 
as to promote enlistments and prevent the neces- 
sity ofadraft. Inow demand the previous ques- | 
tion. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, and under the operation 
thereot the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and reada third time; and being engrossed, 
ut was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved the previous question 
on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the joint resolution was passed. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 








ENLISTMENTS IN SOUTHERN STATES. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask unanimous | 
consent to report back from the Committee on 
Military Affairs a bill to provide for the volun- 
tary enlistment of any persons, resident in certain 
States, into the regiments of other States. 

Mr. STEVENS. Is that a private bill? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It is not. 

_ Mr. STEVENS. Then I must object, as this 
is private bill day, 





PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

Mr. ELIOT called for the regular order of 
business. * 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
of business was the call of committees for reports 
of a private character, beginning with the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


CONSTANCE READ, 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported back, with a 
recommendation that it do pass, a joint resolution 
authorizing the payment of prize money, due to 
Commander Abner Read, of the United States 
Navy, to his widow, Constance Read. 

The joint resolution was read. It authorizes 
the proper accounting officers to pay to Constance 
Read, widow of Commander Abner Read, late of 
the United States Navy, the share of prize money 
due or to become due to said Abner Read for 
wizes taken by the United States vessel New 
pore wl while under his command in 1861. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetis, moved the pre- 


THE 


‘ | 
vious question on the engrossment and third 


reading of the joint resolution. 
‘The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered; and under its operation 


| the joint resolution was engrossed and read the | 


third time. 


The question recurred on its passage; and the | 


| joint resolution was passed. 

|” Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
| sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 
| passed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
| consider on the table. 

| The latter motion was agreed to. 


PAYMASTER CARPENTER. — 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the same 


| committee, also reported back, with a recom- | 


| mendation that it do pass, a joint resolution for 

| 

vious question on its third reading. 
The joint resolution was read. 


master in the United States Navy, to credit him 
with the sum of $200, being the value of clothing 
stolen from the United States sloop Saratoga, after 
said vessel had heen put out of commission, in 
Philadelphia, in July, 1863. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the joint resolution was engrossed, and read the 
| third time. 

The question recurred on the pagsage of the 
joint resolution; and it was passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the joint resolution was | 
|| passed; and also moved to lay the motion.to re- 


consider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CREW OF THE CINCINNATI. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the same 
committee, also reported back, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass, the joint resolution relative 
to the accounts of the petty officers, seamen, and 
others of the crew of the United States gunboat 
Cincinnati, and moved the previous question on 
| its third reading. 

The joint resolution authorizes the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, in settling the 
accounts of the petty officers, seamen, and others 
of the crew of the United States gunboat Cincin- 
nati, to allow to each of them all back pay, anda 
sum not exceeding fifty dgllars for the loss of 
clothing and other arog by the sinking of 
| suid vessel on the Mississippi river, near Vicks- 
burg, on the 27th of May, 1863. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered; and under its operation 
| the joint resolution was engrossed and read the 
third time. 

The question recurred on the passage of the 
joint resolution; and it was passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


t 


passed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CREW OF THE MONITOR. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the same 
committee, also reported back the joint resolution 
to compensate the crew of the United States steam- 
er Monitor for clothing lost in the public service, 
and asked that the committee be discharged from 
its further consideration, inasmuch as provision 
had already been made for the case by the act of 
Congress of March, 1863. 

lt was so ordered, 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. It strikes me 
that the law passed at.the last session of Congress, 
to which the gentleman refers, was defective, in- 
asmuch as it provided no means for paying the 
men. ‘This resolution was introduced for the 
purpose of curing that defect. I think if the gen- 
tleman will compare the two he will find there is 
a difference. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The committee 
has been discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject, but if the House will allow 
me I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia that the resolution of March 3, 1863, author- 
izes the accounting officers of the Treasury, in 
settling the accounts of these men, to credit each 
of them with the amount of sixty dollars. 





the relief of J. M. Carpenter; and moved the pre- | 





. | 
It authorizes | 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, | 
in settling the accounts of J. M. Carpenter, pay- | 


sider the vote by which the joint resolution was | 
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PAYMASTER E. C. DORAN. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported back Senate \jj| 
No. 94, to authorize the settlementof the accounts 
of Paymaster E. C. Doran, with the recommend. 
ation that it do pass. 

The bill provides that all the payments made 
by William H. Peters, of Virginia, to the me- 
chanics, laborers, and other employés of the Nor- 


folk navy-yard for wages due to them by the 
| United States for services and labor rendered to 
| the 20th of April, 1861, and the rolls and vouchers 


therefor on file in the office of the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury, shall be legalized for the benefit 


| of Paymaster Edward C. Doran, of the United 
| States Navy; and that the accounting officers of 
| the Treasury shall be authorized to credit Pay- 


master Edward C. Doran, inthe settlement of hig 
account, with the sum of $29,381. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, demanded the 
previous question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
COMMODORE W. D. PORTER. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Commit- 


| tee on Naval Affairs, moved that that committee 


be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Commodore W. D. Porter, United 
States Navy, for bounty, the subject having been 
already provided for, and that it be laid wpon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THANKS TO ADMIRAL PORTER. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the same 
committee, reported back House joint resolution 
(No. 13) extending the thanks of Congress to Ad- 
miral Porter, with the recommendation that it do 
pass. 

The joint resolution provides that the thanks 
of Congress be tendered to Admiral David D. 
Porter, commanding the Mississippi squadron, 
for eminent skill, endurance, and gallantry ex- 
hibited by him and his squadron, in coéperation 
with the Army, in opening the Mississippi river. 

Mr. FINCK. I desire to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs a question. 

Mr. RICE,of Massachusetts, 1 yield for that 
purpose. 

Mr. EINCK. I introduced resolutions some 


weeks ago tendering the thanks of Congress to 


| Captain Walke, United States Navy, and had 


them referred tothe Committee on Naval Affairs, 


/and | would be glad toknow what has become of 


them. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The committee 
has not yet reached the subject. We will do so 
the first opportunity and report on it to the House. 
I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 


| thereof the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 


i 


grossed and reada third time; and being engrossed, 
it wasaccordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


THANKS TO COMMODORE RINGGOLD. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the same 


committee, reported back Senate joint resolution 
(No. 19) of thanks of Congress to Commodore 
Cadwalader Ringgold, the officers and crew of 
the United States ship Sabine, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The joint resolution provides that the thanks 
of Congress be tendered to Commodore Ringgolt, 
the officers, petty officers, and men of the United 
States ship Babine, for the daring and skill ¢is- 


played in rescuing the crew of the steam transport 
Governor, wrecked ina gale on the Ist of Novem- 
ber, 1861, having on board a batialion of Unit d 
States marines under the command of Major John 
S. Reynolds, and in the search for and rescue o! 
the United States ship Vermont, disabled ina gale 
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on the 26th of February 1862, with her crew and 
freight; and that the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
recied to communicate the resolution to Commo- 
dore Ringgold, and through him to the officers and 
n under his command. 

RICE, of Massachusetts, demanded the 
s question. 


me 
Mr. 

prev 1ou 
The 


main question ordered; and under the operation 


thereof the joint resolution was ordered to a third | 


reading, and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- | 


sider the vote by which the resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENLISTMENTS IN SOUTHERN STATES. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, by unanimous con- 
sent, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 


previous question was seconded, and the || is $852; local bounty paid down, $390. 


ported back House bill No. 261, to provide for the | 
voluntary enlistment of any persons, residents of | 
certain States, into the regiments of other States, | 


and demanded the previous question. 

Mr. COX. [hope the gentleman will withdraw 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. If I understand the bill, it allows 


the recruiting agents of certain States to go into | 


other States where the draft has not obtained» 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Thatis the purport 
of it. 


Mr. COX. I understand that credit is to be 


iven to the State where the recruiting takes place. | 
] do not know that I will object to it, but I do 


think notice ought to be given to the different 
State Executives thata system of recruiting is now 
oing on unjust and unfair to some of the States. 

have been informed by my colleague [Mr. 
Finck] that two regiments recruited and called 
Tennessee regiments belong really to the State of 
Ohio, and I have a letter from an officer of the 
Army that the same thing is being done near this 
city. 

Mr. DAWES. Is the bill before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The evil of which 
the gentleman complains has nothing to do with 
the bill before the House. If there is any action 
necessary to prevent the evil of which he com- 
plains, he ought to introducea bill. I believe the 
law as it now exists would amply prevent the 
troops of Ohio from being enlisted into the troops 
of another State. I believe such is the law or 
order of the Department at the present time. But 
this bill names certain States—Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas— 





as the States in which persons resident there may | 


be enlisted in the regiments of other States; and 


it provides that those States, or the subdivisions | 
of those States, procuring the enlistments in the | 


States named, may have the men credited to them 
on the draft. 

This action will be beneficial to the Union peo- 
ple of those rebel States, for the reason that it 
will enable them to support their families. 
men there who want to go into our Army have 
no means of doing so, and if the 


der this bill those men can get the local and State 
bounties as well as those of the General Govern- 
ment, and that will provide a fund out of which 
their families can be supported, white men as well 


as black. They will thus cease to be a charge | 


do go in, they | 


have no means of supporting their families. Un- | 


The | 


upon the General Government. I conclude, from | 


every point of view, that this provision will en- 
able us to largely increase our armies, 

_Mr. COX. [refer to this matter because I be- 
lieve the law, as it stands at present, is sufficient 
to prevent such enlistments; but the trouble is, 


the War Departmenteither suffers its officers or is | 


itself engaged in taking troops from other States 


and putting them into regiments from States where | 


they pay more bounties, I think perhaps it would 
be well in this bill to insert a provision providing 


that this law shall apply to no States except those 
enumerated in the act. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
any other State. 

Mr. COX. There isa sort of swindling op- 
fration going on in this business. I want the in- 
formation, at least, to go to the country that the 


It cannot apply to | 


TH 


E CONG 


War Departmentis notdoing right in this matter 
in certain States. [T haveacommunication in my 
hands from which I will read: 

* Agents from Troy, New York, have induced the elev 
enth, twelfth, seventeenth, and possibly other regular in 


| fantry regiments to reéniist, and to give the credit of their 








reenlistment to Rensselacr county, New York. 

* The bounty offered, including the Government bounty, 
The men of the 
eleventh and seventeenth intantry who have reénlisted have 
been paid. ‘hose of the twelfth infantry are to be paid next 
week. 

“Inthe regular brigade several hundred men are from 
Ohio—the greater part of them from the West. 
number I would not state without examining the regi 
mental rolls. 

** Mustering officers inform me that local recruiting agents 
induce either regulars or volunteers from any State or 


The exact | 
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county to reénlistand accept theirlocal bounties whenever || 


and wherever they can.’’ 


Now, no creditis given to the State from which | 


those people come. I do not wish to embarrass 
the bill of the gentleman, but U desire to have no- 
tigg given to the War Department that we want 
fair play, at least toward the States of the West 
who are thus treated, 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I know that is the 


existing law at the present time, and if the See- | 


retary of War disregards the law there is a way 
of making him regard it. But I do not believe 
the insertion of that provision in this bill is neces- 
sary. I knowof thousands of men in the service 
in Missouri regiments who were credited to Ili- 
nois. All the members from Illinois must be fa- 
Philiar with the facts. At one time we were pre- 
pared to raise troops in Missouri, and because 


Illinois men could not get into the service in their | 
own State they came over to Missouri and en- || 


listed; and they were credited to Illinois. 

Mr. FINCK, 
sion I desire to state to the House that the dis- 
trict | represent is the one to which my colleague 
{[Mr. Cox] has referred. I have been advised by 


letter from that district that the seventeenth and || 


thirty-first Ohio regiments have reénlisted and 


been credited to the State of Tennessee, thereby 


depriving that section of the State of the large 
number of men comprised within those two regi- 
ments. 


I placed that letter in the hands of the Provost || 


Marshal General. He promised me that he would 
refer the letter to the Solicitor of the War Depart- 
ment, and have a decision on the case. The pro- 
vost marshal of the district, I am informed, does 
not think he is authorized to credit these men to 
the quota of the district withoutan order from the 
War Department. | think it would be an act of 
great injustice to Ohio, and especially to that por- 
tion of the State in which these men reside, and 
whos@ families are entivied to the provisions made 
by Ohio for the support of the families of volun- 
teers, if they should be credited to the State of 
Tennessee. 
subject, asking information from the Secretary of 
War, which | will, at the proper time, introduce; 


In connection with this discus- | 





I have prepared a resolution on this | 


and L hope we shall bgable toapply some remedy, | 
if it should turn out that Ohio soldiers are being || 


enlisted by and credited to other States. What we 
wish, sir, isthatcitizens of Ohio whoare engaged 
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Or 


to which they belopg; nor ought we to tolerate 
this thing of States with money, States engaged 
in trade and commerce, with Carthaginian souls, 
going into other Statesand buying their men, in- 
stead of furnishing their own men to fill their own 
quotas. Those States which have no money to 
expend in this way must furnish their freemen. 
The rich man is to buy a rebel negro, to serve 
with the poor white nan—that is the policy. We 
do not want States when they are called upon to 
furnish troops to be allowed to go to other States 
and there furnish their quotas upon Carthaginian 
principles. I prefer the white man of New Eng- 
land for a soldier to any negro in America; he is 
a nobler and better guardian of our flag and honor. 
The way of making war by purchasing the blood 
and muscle of other lands with money may suc- 
ceed, but history is against it. A State that de- 
pends upon the people of other States to do its 
fighting in the long run will be a loser by it. 
States with money thatare able to subsidize a peo- 
ple that have soldiers,or to form alliances with 
States that have soldiers, may triumph ina long 
war, and it has been done; but, sir, in that strug- 
gle for preeminence which is inevitable in an as- 
sociation of commonwealths like this of ours, 
States that depend upon the people of other States 
to do their fighting will at last decline and go 
down, and they oughttogodown. If gentlemen 
are determined to prosecute this policy of bring- 
ing a subject race into this contest upon every 
principle that degrades a people, to bring them 
intoa contest in which they have no interest in 
the world, on the principles of the very individ- 
uals who claim to bring them into it, atall events 


| do not let them go to the extent of saying that 





the inhabitants recruited in one State shall be cred- 
ited to the quota of another State. 

I am prepared, sir, to give a candid and hearty 
support to this Government in the prosecution of 
the war against armed rebellion. | am prepared 
to see that my State does her whole duty in the 
contest, but | must now protest, as I have before 
done, against the whole policy ofarming the negro 
and bringing him into this contest. Atallevents, 
let gentlemen be honestand candid. If they will 
arm the negro they are logically bound to recog- 
nize his freedom and equality. They cannot as 
they now do deny him all claim to recognition in 
this war, all claims to political recognition and 
social recognition, and yet call upon him to shed 


| his blood in this war, to exchange one state of 
| slavery for another equally odious, if not far more 


odious. Who could have any respect for a race 


of people that would freely give its blood ina con- 


test like this to uphold the integrity and honor of 


| the country when they are to have no part nor 


lot in the privileges of thatcountry? I have been 
amazed at the claim set up that a slave owes mil- 
itary service to the Government—a Government 
that denies him all the rights of a citizen, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Spenker, I 
yielded to the gentleman for a discussion of this 
bint, but { must claim the floor because the gen- 


| tleman is discussing a policy which has already 


in the military service of the United States shall |! 


be credited to that State; and if the present legis- 


lation does not fully effectuate that purpose, then | 
I trust we will make suitable provision to carry | 


out what seems to commend itself by its fairness 
and equality among the several States, 

ee of Missouri. This matter has no 
appli€ation to the bill now before the House. That 
matter is already provided for by law; and this 
bill only permits the several States to recruit in 
the rebel States. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I wish, 
with the permission of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, to express my dissent from this bill. I 
have heretofore, by voice and vote,explained the 
position L occa@py on the subject of negro enlist- 
ments, 
upon that subject, But this bill embodies a new 
feature. [t authorizes the people of other States 
to recruit for their ¢ 
the legislation of the country has not gone to that 
extent, and | do not think it ought to go that far. 
These States owe military service to this Gov- 
ernment as much as any other States, as fast as 
ourauthority isextended over them. Such of their 
citizens, and if youchoose to include in that their 
negroes, asenlist in the Army of the United States 
ought to be credited upon the quotas of the States 


uotasin rebel States. Hitherto | 


been decided by the House. 
policy in this bill. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
is mistaken. 
tions. 


There is no new 


I think the gentleman 
I incidentally refer to these , oe 
I have not risen to discuss them. am 


| sorry the gentleman interrupts me—at all events 


in the middle of a sentence. I donot know how 
disagrecable the views I am presenting may be 
to the gentleman, when I am deprecating calling 
upon the African to fight for the honor of our flag 


| and to preserve our national integrity, and yet de- 


1 do not now propose to say anything || 


nying him all the rights and privileges of acitizen. 
I would scorn to do it. When | want him to 
come in to help me to preserve the country, [ will 
invite him upon terms of equality. If he is fitto 
fight with me he is fit to vote and hold office with 
me, and to enjoy all the rights of citizenship. IL 
hope the people of Kentucky will always be 


| ashamed to hold the negro in slavery, yet call upon 


| arming negroes, 


him to render the highest aud noblest service due 
to a State, basely skulking from duty themselves. 
Hence it is that 1 condemn the whole policy of 
Hence it is that I advise Ken- 


'tucky, when she is called on for soldiers, to fur- 


nish free men. The people of a State who are 
willing to do the voting for slaves and negroes 
must also do the fighting for slaves and negroes, 
else they are degraded. 

But, sir, [ rose to protest against this new feat- 
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ure of permitting people with money in one State 


to vo tito 


stead of furnishing their own soldiers. 


other States and purchase soldiers in- 


What 


guarantee have we of the good behavior of States | 


like that, if they grow rich by war, as the East 
is doing by this war, and be allowed to purchase 


diers of other States?) Will they not grow fond | 


of war? Willthey ever want to see the war term- 
inated? If while the war lasts they can declare 
dividends of ten percent. in gold each six months 
or their industrial enterprises and lay by a large 
improvement and reserve fund, as many are now 
doing, and then be allowed to purchase the thews 
and sinews of the people of other States, will they 
ever want to give up war?) And if war shall be- 
come a habit, will they not by and by enslave the 
rest of the States? The bill proposes, sir, to let 
some of the States keep their labor at home and 
grow rich and powerful by the war while other 
States are wasted, depopulated, and impoverished. 
Let us require each State to furnish its own men, 
whether they be black or white. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I wish to reply to 
some of the remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. I do not hold with him that this isa war 
between certain States and certain other States, 
It is a war between the Government of the coun- 
try and men in rebellion againstit. I believe that 
we can as well employ a loyal man from the South 
in a Massachusetts regiment as to have the regi- 
mententirely filled with Massachusetts men. I 
know very well from what I have seen myself 
that there are thousands of men in the southern 
States anxious and willing to go into the service 
of the Government; but as yet there has been no 
provision made by which their families can be 
taken care of; and if they do join the Army, they 
leave their families unprotected and unprovided 
for. ‘These men have no bounties from the Gen- 
eral Government, and of course have none from 
their States, Thousands on thousands of loyal 
men could be had to enter the service, if there 
were only bounties provided for them to support 
their families during their absence. I do not 
agree with the gentleman from Kentucky that 
we should not avail ourselves of the courage and 
vigor of those loyal men of the South to assist in 
fivliting our battles. It is more their battle than 
itis that of Massachusetts. The loyal men of 
the South have more interest in upholding the 
Government than the menof the North have, for 
they have felt the dire effects of the war more than 
the people of the northern States. 1 do not be- 
lieve that there is war between Massachusetts and 
South Carolina. I do not concur with the gen- 
tleman in any such sentiment, nor in any of the 
consequences that flow from it. That is the very 
doctrine that made this war—the States rights 
doctrine ran mad, 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. 
gestion, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I yield to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois for that purpose; but I give 
notice that [will move the previous question be- 
fore my hour expires. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. I simply desire to suggest 
to the gentleman from Missour1, whether it would 
not be better to let the Union mén of these rebel 


I.desire to make a sug- 


States organize themselves there and make a nu- 


cleus around which the Union sentiment of those 
States might rally. Would it not be better to do 
that than to take away the Union men andattach 
them to the regiments of other States? It strikes 
me that the very best way to put down the rebel- 


lion is to rally the Union sentiment of the south- | 


ern States, and make provision to pay bountics 
to these men as regularsoldiers. Let us mak a 
rallying point of the Union sentiment there, and 
let the people of the northern States furnish their 
own quotas, 7 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, I will say in reply 
to the gentleman from Illinois, that that can be 
done now, and that it has been done to some ex- 
tentin North Carolina. But this is a more effi- 
cacious mode to provide for giving them larger 
bounties, because it adds to the bounty of the 
United States the local bounties. I am in favor 
of their getting the largest bounty, because I want 
their families well provided for. I renew the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Lask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment. : 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. I with- 
draw the demand for the previous question. 
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| that State for getting more Union men of the South 
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Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to | 
make a statement to the House in regard to this 
bill. It refers to a matter of which I have prac- 
tical knowledge. The only regiment of white || 
men raised in any of the States mentioned in this | 
resolution was raised mainly by officers under 
my command in the summer of 1862, and raised 
in three days. As my command was’ passing 
from Corinth, Mississippi, to Decatur, Alabama, 
I learned that in the range of the Sand mountains 
to the south of us, the caves and fastnesses were 
filled with Union men, men who had stood out 
against the rebellion and the conscription agents, 


and successfully defended themselves : 


every attack and attempt to force them into the 
rated eortiat. I sent Colonel Streight (now out 
of Libby prison, I hope,) with his command, and 
in three days he raised nearly four hundred men. 
A woman who lived in those mountains came to 
us to ask that these men might enlist. Women 
brought in husbands, sons, and brothers. Que 
woman brought thirty-five men who immediately 
enlisted in the service. 

I tell you that | have never seen Union men 


| like those in the mountains stretching from the 
| sand hills of Mississippi to Georgia, Tennessee, 


and Virginia. The hills swarmed with Union 
men, true and good; and this proposition is that 
those who cannot receive bounty, for whom there 
is no organization, where there is no arrangement 
by which they can receive commissions or raise 
regiments, that the States which have money t@ 
pay for volunteers may come and pay bounties 
and enlist these men, that the bounty may go to 
the maintenance of their families. It seems to 
me that there is no proposition which has yet 


| come before the House which has had more solid 


sense and wise statesmanship. It provides not 
only that those men shall be protected and their 
families taken care of, but that the Union senti- 
ment shall be strengthened and promulgated 
throughout the rebel States. 

To the bill before the House the only objection— 
except the everlasting black one which comes up 
always when anything is offered for the good of 
the country and to suppress the rebellion—was 
that presented by the gentleman on the other side, 
thatit would be unjust to the poorer States who 
cannot compete with the richer ones in getting 
volunteers. It does not wrong me that my neigh- 
bor is more prosperous than I. His prosperity 
dees not make me any the less prosperous. If I 
do nothing for myself I will not oppose his ad- 
vancement. If Massachusetts is richer than Ohio 
in proportion to its population I will not rail at 


into the Army than Ohio does. Such State jeal- 
ousy is unmanly, and unworthy a great people 
engagedin agreat cause. Iam glad that we have 
rich States able and willing to pay bounties to the 
men of Georgia and Alabama, and thus help to 
swell the ranks of our Army. I hope the bill 
will pass. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I must take the floor. 

Mr.COX. Lask the gentleman to yield to me 
to move an amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. I move to add the following: 

And provided further, That when enlistments shall be 
made or any soldier, either in or out of any State, except | 
those cnumerated herein, full credit shall be given to the 
State to which the enlisted soldier belongs. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. WADSWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| 





The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 82, nays 44; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, Baily, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Francis P. Blair, 
Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Wil- 
liam G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, 
Cole, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, 
Eckley, Eliot, English, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, 
Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Higby, Heoper, John H. Hub- 
bard, Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Long- 
year, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, McIndoe, 
Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos | 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Odell, Perham, Pike, 
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Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Schencx 
Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spalding. 
Starr, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stevens, Tracy. 
Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William 
8. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Winfield, ang 
W oodbridge—®2. ; 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus ©, 


Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, Chanter, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Dep 


nison, Eden, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Hardine 
Harrington, THR rrick, Hutchins, William Johnson, Kaj\p. 
tleisch, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marey, McDow+\| 
McKinney, William H. Miller, Morrison, Nelson, Novje’ 
Pendleton, Rubinson, Ross, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat 
Thomas, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Webster, and Chilton A’ 
White—44. 


So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. MORRILL stated that his colleague, Mr, 
Baxter, was detained from the House by illness, 

The vote was then announced as above recorded, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. DAWES. I rise toa question of privilege. 


CAPTURES MADE BY ARMED VESSELS, 


Mr. FENTON. Will the gentleman give way 
until lean ask the House to refer a bill to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs? 

Mr. DAWES. | yield for that purpose. 

Mr. FENTON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a billin relation to captures made by armed 
vessels in the service of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


f WAGON ROAD, 
Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. Will the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts yield to me a moment? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill providing for the construc- 
tion of a wagon road from the Missouri river to 
Virginia City, in the Térritory of Idaho; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

VETERAN VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. FINCK. 1 ask unanimous consent to in- 
troduce a resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. I will hear it. 

Mr. FINCK asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to this House what number of veteran volunteers in 
the service of the United States have reénlisted in such 
service, aud how many, and from what States such veter- 
ans have been reéulisted, and to what particular State or 
States of which they are non-residents any of such veter- 
ans have been credited, and the number thereof. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam afraid the result of that 
resolution will be to give more valuable informa- 
tion to the enemy than to us; and I must object, 
unless it is modified, 

Mr. FINCK. I will state the purpose of the 
resolution. I desire to know the number of veter- 
ans in my own State that have reénlisted in other 
States. 

Mr. DAWES. The information is desirable, 
I admit; but | do not think it proper that it should 
be made public. The gentleman can get that in- 
formation at the War Department. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will not object, but that the reso- 
lution be introduced, and then we can amend It. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I suggest 
that the resolution be amended by inserting the 
words ‘if not incompatible with the public i- 
terest.’” 

Mr. FINCK. lL accept that modification. _ 

Mr. MALLORY. I would like to have it 
amended so as to inquire under what authority 
and by what law this thing is done. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois... I suggest 
that it be also modified so as to substitute the 
| President of the United States in place of the Sec- 
retary of War; and that “ requested”’ be substi- 
tuted for ‘* directed.’’ 

Mr. FINCK. Ihave no objection to that. 

The resolution as modified was introduced, 

read, considered, and agreed to. 

| Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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yIRGINIA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 
Mr. DAWES. I 


from the seventh congressional district of Vir- 


sinia. 1 ask that the resolutions reported from | 


the Committee of Elections be read. 
The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Resolved, That Lewis McKenzie is not entitled to aseat | 
7 ouse asa Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- || : : 
in this House as 8 Depts , | to receive it. 


from the seventh congressional districtein Virginia. 


gress 


Resolved, That B. M. Kitchen is not entitled to aseatin | 


this House as a Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
gress from the seventh congressional district in Virginia. 


Mr. DAWES. I suppose that under therules, 


this being a report from a committee, it will be | 


necessary, unless by unanimous consent of the 
House, to consider these two resolutions together. 
But as the two cases stand upon a different state 
of facts, and upon different principles, I ask the 
eopsent of the House to consider the resolutions 
St pavately, and that the House first take up the 
resolution in reference to Lewis McKenzie. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can ask a 
separate vote upon each resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam aware of that, but I do 
not desire to discuss the two resolutions together, 
and | do not see that any harm or prejudice can 
result to either party if we leave the resolution in 
reference to Mr. Kitchen until the one in reference 
to Mr. McKenzie shall be disposed of. 

No objection being made, the House agreed to 
consider the resolutions separately. 

Mr. DAWES. The resolution before the House 
is, that Lewis McKenzie is not emtitled to a seat 
in this House as a Representative in the Thirty- 
Eighth Congress from the seventh congressional 
district in Virginia. 

There are two questions involved; first, isany- 
body entitled to a seat from the seventh congres- 
sional district? and secondly, which of these two 
genemen, if either, is entitled to such seat? 

I think, however, we can dispose of this case 
without settling the question whether anybody is 
entitled toaseatfrom thatdistrict. Whether Mr. 
McKenzie is entitled to it, if anybody, depends 
upon whether he hasa plurality of the votesas cast; 


and whether he has a plurality of the votesas cast | 


depends upon one of two questions; first, was the 
county of Berkeley in the State of Virginia or in 
the State of West Virginia at the time the elec- 
uon was held? and secondly, if we are certain that 
the votes which were cast in the county of Berke- 
ley were cast according to law, or so in non-con- 
formity with law that they must be rejected ? 

[t isclaimed by Mr. McKenzie in asserting and 
rosea his right to this seat that the county of 
sxerkeley belonged to the State of West Virginia 
at the time this election was held; and if it did, 
he claims further that the votes cast in the county 
of Berkeley should be rejected here because of 
certain informalities connected with them. The 


committee were of opinion that the county of | 


Berkeley was part of the State of Virginia and of 


this congressional district at the time this clec- | 
Whether it was or was not, de- 
pends upon certain legislation of West Virginia || 


tion was held. 


and of Congress. 

This election is claimed to have been held in 
the seventh congressional district of the State of 
Virginia upon the last Thursday of May, 1863, 
the time appointed by the law of the State of Vir- 
ginia for holding an election for Representatives 
in Congress. The State was districted according 
to the number of Representatives she was entitled 
to by the present apportionment. By an act of 
the Legislature of Virginia dated January 30, 1863, 
the counties of Alexandria, Berkeley, Frederick, 
Shenandoah, Jefferson, Clark, Warren, Loudoun, 
Fauquier, Fairfax, and Prince William, consti- 
tuted the seventh congressional district of Virginia. 

hen a constitution was adopted by what now 
constitutes the State of West Virginia, there was 
‘ncorporated into that constitution a clause pro- 
viding for the admission into that State of three 
Counties in addition to the forty-eight counties that 
how constitute the State, namely, the counties of 
Berkeley, Frederick, and Jefferson, provided these 
three counties should, by a popular vote, so de- 
cide. But when the State was admitted into'the 

‘ion by an actof Congress dated December 31, 
1862, the boundary lines as fixed by that act did 
hot include either of these three counties, and nei- 
‘her of them, excepting the county of Berkeley, 


now call up the contested- | 
election case of Lewis McKenziers. B. M. Kitchen, 


1} 
| 
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had ever signified its assent to or desire to be- 
come a part of the State of West Virginia. 


Subsequently to the passage of the act of Con- | 
gress constituting the State of West Virginia, the |) 
State of Virginia enacted a law providing thatthe | 
county of Berkeley alone, if itshould so decide by | 


a popular vote, might become a part of the State 
of West Virginia, if the State of West Virginia, 
after the county had so voted, should determine 
The same statute provided that 
the county of Berkeley should, upon the last 
Thursday of May, 1863, by a popular vote, de- 
termine that question. This was the very day 
for the election of a Representative in Congress in 
thatdistrict. Thé people, therefore, of the seventh 


congressional district, including the county of 


Berkeley, were voting for a member of Congress 
on that day, and the county & Berkeley was vot- 


| ing upon the question whether it would become a 


part of West Virginia. 

The result at the close of the polls was that the 
county of Berkeley had desided unanimously, or 
substantially so, to become a part of West Vir- 
ginia, but the statute of the State of Virginia, 


transferring the county of Berkeley in this con- | 


tingency to the State of West Virginia, embraced 
also one other condition precedent, namely, that 
the county should be so transferred to the State of 
West Virginia when the State of West Virginia 
should, by an act of its Legislature, determine to 
receive it as a part of that State. 

The State of West Virginia did not determine 


| to receive-it as a part that State until the August 
| subsequent to this election; so that if these two 


States had the power to transfer a county from 
the one to the other, itdid not become a complete 


| act of transfer until August, whereas this election 


for Representative in Congress occurred in May. 

Sut there is another objection. It has been 
established by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and always acted on without question 

Mr. ASHLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
if at the time this county is supposed to have been 
transferred from the one State to the other by the 
consent of the Legislatures of the two States, the 
consent of the Congress of the United States had 
been given for such transfer? 

Mr. DAWES. If my friend will be patient, 
he will hear me on that point. I was just about 
saying, when | was reminded to say it by my 
learned friend from Ohio, that it had been the es- 
tablished law of the country as pronounced by the 





Supreme Court that no two States could change | 


their boundary lines without the consent of Con- 


gress, and hence it required the consent of the | 
State of West Virginia, of the State of Virginia, | 


and of Congress to change the boundary line be- 
tween those States. Congress has admitted West 
Virginia into the Union with a fixed boundary 
line. That does not include the county of Berke- 
ley; and Congress has never consented that the 
county of Berkeley should bea part of West Vir- 


| ginia, or that the boundary line between West 


Virginia and old Virginia should be so changed 
as to include thatcounty. ‘Thisis, in the opinion 
of the committee, absolutely necessary; so that 
whatever may be the legislation of the two States 
on the subject, the county of Berkeley, without 


the consent of Congress, could never become a | 
It is perfectly apparent | 


part of West Virginia. 
that that is a necessity of the case; for if old Vir- 
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nority of the votes. Ifthe vote of Berkeley county 
be rejected, then Mr. McKenzie isina plurality. 

The objection which Mr. McKenzie raises to 
the vote of Berkeley county is this: By the law 
of Virginia it is required in a congressiona! elec- 


| tion that the cammissioners at the several polls 





in each county shall return the results of the elec- 
tron at their polls to the clerk of the county, who 
shall record the results in a book, and send cer- 
tified copies thereof to the clerk of the county first 
named in the act constituting the district. It was 
requisite that the commissioners of the polls in 
Berkeley county should return the votes for their 


| Several precincts to the county clerk of Berkeley 


county, and that he should send certified copies 
to the county clerk of Alexandria county; but 
the rebellion had extinguished the county clerk 
of Berkeley county, and there being no county 
clerk there, it was an impossibility that the law 
could be technically complied with. The com- 
missioners therefore certified their return directly 
to the county clerk of Alexandria county, and 
gave this certificate: 
May 30, 1863. 

The undersigned, commissioners, named in the foregoing 
certificate, hereby state that there is no clerk of the county 
court of Berkeley county, the county officers, including 
said clerk, elected last year having failed to quality; that 
the records of the office have been removed ; thatthe office 
and court- house are occupied by the United States military, 
and that it is impossible, therefore, to certify to the “clerk”? 


| ofthe said county court of Berkeley the resultofthe election, 


and consequently the law cannot be literally complied with, 
which requires said ** clerk”? to record said return in a book 
in his office, and to transmit a “ certified’ copy of such 
result to the clerk of & the county first named in the law.’ 
GEORGE SHARER, 
ELIAS M. PITZER, 
JOUN W. PITZER. 

It was not disputed before the committee that 
the return to the county clerk of Alexandria 
county, instead of to the county clerk of Berkeley 
county, contamed the true state of the vote; or 
that there was actually polled in Berkeley county 
that number of votes; and the Committee of Elec- 


| tions, following all precedents governing the case, 
| sought to find the facts—how many votes were 


West Virginia it could transfer all the other coun- | 


ties, or could transfer itself to West Virginia and 


cease to exist by its own action—which is one | 


way of committing suicide that I commend to the 
attention of my colleague, (Mr. Bourwe.x.}] The 
Supreme Court has said so, and that has been al- 
ways the rule acted upon. It was so in the case 


of the boundary line between Massachusetts and | 


Rhode Island, and also in the case of the late 
change of boundary between New York and Mas- 
sachusetts. All the practice has been that with- 
out the consent of Congress there can be nochange 
in the boundary lines of States. 

Therefore, sir, it cannot be questioned but that 
the county of Berkeley was, not only when this 
election was held, but is still,a part of the seventh 
congressional district of Virginia. The question 
then comes up whether there is any such infor- 
mality in the votes cast in the county of Berke- 
ley as requires that they should be rejected by 
the House. i 


actually cast. While the law might well impose 
the duty on officers, after the vote was cast, to 
return it ina perf ct form so as to secure accuracy 
and to prevent fraud, it was supposed to be the 
duty of the committee, if there was any defect of 
form, to go back to the ballot-box, or to the 
county, and ascertain the exact number of votes 
cast; and, ifthey were honestly cast, togive them 
their force and effect. ‘The result, therefore, is 
that Mr. Kitchen had 962 votesand Mr. MeKen- 
zie 716 votes—Mr. Kitchen having received a 
plurality of 246 votes. Therefore, Mr. McKenzie 
is not, under any circumstances, entitled to the 
seat. Hénce the committee report this resolution 
that Mr. McKenzie is under no circumstances 


| entitled to the seat. 


That is all that I desire to submit. J under- 
starad that the contestant [Mr. McKenzie] desires 
to address the House. 

Mr. McKENZIE, (contestant.) Mr. Speaker, 
I seem rather to be placed in the position of being 
between the devil and the deep sea. [Laugliter.] 
The Committee of Elections have reported against 
my case, and I stand here alone. It is not the 
first time that I have stood alone. Whatl deem 
right I do, regardless of how many or how few 


|| are on my side. 
ginia could transfer the county of Berkeley to | 


I came here, sir, to-day to make a few remarks 
in advocacy of my claim as the Representative 
of the seventh congressional district of Virginia 
more from a sense of self-respect to myself and 
what ts due to the representative branel of the 
Government than from any other motive. I sup- 
pose that nothing I will say will change the result 
to which this House will come. Ido not choose, 
however, to let this report go before the House 
without in some way setting forth the reasons 
which induced me to contest this election. 

Sir, | commenced this canvass presuming from 
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, that 
it was intended that Virginia should have some 
Representatives in this Congress. Had | been 
aware that the honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee was going to insist with such pertinacity 
that the principle adopted by him in the Thirty- 
Seventh Congress was to be the principle of this 
Congress, or at least of the committee, | might as 
well have saved myself the time, annoyance, and 


If not, Mr. McKeuzie is in a mi- |! expense of the last canvass and attended to my 
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own affairs. He seems to adhere to his principle 
of Jast Congress with as much pertinacity as ever. 
But the same reasons which would induce him 


|| L applied to the secretary of the Commonwealth 


and the House to throw out the seventh congres- | 


sional district of Virginia would also induce them 


to throw out every district in Maryland, if the | 


troops of the United States were not there, and 


every district of Pennsylvania for the same reason. | 
Jf t had known that the chairman would have held | 


with such pertinacity to the principle that no coun- 
ty should be considered unless with a full number 
of votes I might have saved mysclfand the House 
some trouble. Butso itis. ‘That portion of the 
seventh district within the Federal lines it seems 
is not to have a Representative, but is to have all 
the benefits of taxation without representation on 


thie floor, while in the other branch of Congress | 


the State can have two Senators. 


So far as our | 


people are concerned, up to this time it would | 


seem that it would have beef better to have en- 
dured the evils of a military government altogether 
and to have let the reorganized State government 
of Virginia go by the board, 

Let me state for the information of the House 
what the people of a few counties of Virginia are 
now enduring. They have to pay three years 
taxes to the State, ail in a lump, and all of which 
go to sustain a State government, the same as if 
we were at peace and had entire control to the 
Tennessee border. Then they have to pay the 
internal revenue taxes to the General Government, 
and insurrectionary taxes. We also have living 
in our midst a Governor acknowledged by the 
Government, a loyal court, a loyal city govern- 
ment; and in addition to all this we have a mili- 


tary governor to watch over our interests, who | 


without regard whatever to the civil authority has 
a provost court running, and which imposes just 
such fines as it chooses; so that between them all 
the Lord have merey upon our poor people. 
Shall that people then bear all these burdens of 


taxation and be denied representation upon this | 


floor? I hope not. 

Mr. Speaker, my memorial to Congress set 
forth the grounds as far as | understood them at 
the time upon which I based my claim to the seat: 
that Berkeley county on the day she voted fora 


member of Congress voted herself out of Virginia | 


into West Virginia, and that her voting for a 
member at all was only an alternative vote, de- 
pendent upon that event and thatalone. It is not 
for me to take issue with the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Elections [Mr. Dawes] upon 
the question whether further legislation is neces- 
sary on the part of Congress or not, or whether 


there will ever be any further legislation. The | 


fact stands out fully before the world that West 


Virginia does not think further legislation neccs- | 





sary, and has acted according to that opinion and | 


admitted Berkeley county without conditions, and 
has not only done so but transferred her to the 


_various judicial, senatorial, and congressional dis- 


tricts; and if during last October when the elec- 
tions were held for Congress in West Virginia | 


matters had not been so troublesome with the con- 


federates she would have voted again for Con- 


rress 
’ 3ut that is not all. The Tribune Almanac sets 
itdown in the district of my friend from West 
Virginia, [Mr. Brown.] 

The honorable chairman stated shat I contested 


Perkeley county also on account of an alleged | 


informality in conducting the election, and that 
the irregularity consisted in the fact that the com- 


missioners of elections certified the result directly | 


to the clerk of Alexandria county, instead of to the 
clerk of Berkeley county, as required by law. 
When I prepared my memorial to Congress be- 
fore Congress met, | had not been to Berkeley 
county, and did not know of the state of things 
existing there. The law of Congress provides 
that members of Congress shall be elected accord- 
ing to the laws of the State respectively. And the 
difficulty is that the laws of Virginia have not 
been complied with. But! found’! was compelled 
to proceed according to the act of Congress of 
1851, regulating the mode in which contestants 
should proceed; and I found that that was nothing 
but a stumbling-block to me all the time. 

When I called the attention of the committee 
to the fact that the county of Jefferson was re- 
turned as having cast thirty odd votes, the hon- 
orable chairman said he had no power to call for 
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the returns. Being anxious to have the returns, | Webster, Pocahontas, Randulph, Pendleton, Hardy, Hamp- 


|| Shire, Berkeley, and Morgan, shall form the second congres- 


of Virginia, at Alexandria, and asked him if he || “0m district.” 


would allow me to take those returns and bring 
them before the committee. I got them and car- | 
ried them before the committee, but they were not 
signed and not sworn to, and there was nothing 
to show that the voters were qualifiedatall. There 
was nothing but a certificate, signed by two or 
three individuals, stating that thirty votes were 
cast. 1 have here the certificate in blank. 
I went before the committee, but I did not want 
a seat in Congress if | was not entitled to it. I 
am not in the habit of going where I am not 
wanted; neither am I in the h&bit of troubling 
eople about my affairs generally. 1 believe this 
is the first time I haye been in this Hall since the 
first or second day of the session, and I have not 
spoken to a solitary member of this House, out- | 
side of the Committee of Election's, upon the sub- 
ject of my right to a seat here. I am not a man 
to buttonhole members of Congress. They have | 
enough to attend to. Let the factscome out here, | 
and then if gentlemen can vote for me let them do 
so; and if they cannot in their judgment do so, 
let them vote against me. That is the principle 


upon which I have always acted, and I want oth- || 


ers to do the same,thing. 

As regards this matter of Berkeley county, the 
gentleman says I did not pretend there was any- 
thing irregular about it. Now I did not go to 
Berkeley county until a few days after Congress 
met. And why? The law regulating elections 
required me to give the party claiming the seat 
thirty days’ notice of contest. This election was 
held on the 23d day of May, and I was obliged 
to give him notice within thirty days thereafter. 
I did give that notice. But in the mean time the 
Legislature of West Visginia, sitting at Wheel- 
ing, took action in favor of Berkeley county being | 
admitted into that State at once,and | presumed, 
of course, she would be turned over to one of the 
congressional districts of West Virginia, and | did 
not suppose that any gentleman would ask that 
West Virginia should have more than three Rep- 
resentatives upon thisfloor. I did not suppose it 
would be contended that Berkeley county was not 
in West Virginia. Berkeley county voted herself 
out of Virginia on the very day of this election, 
and it only remained for the Legislature of West 
Virginia to accept Berkeley county, which they 
did on the 7th of August, as a part of that State. 
They transferred her from the seventh congres- 
sional district. I have here the act of the Legis- 
lature in regard to that county. It is as follows: 


* Whereas by an act of the General Assembly of the State 
of Virginia, entitied ‘An act giving the consent of the State 
of Virginia to the county of Berkeley being admitted into, 
and becoming part of, the State of West Virginia,’ passed | 
January 31, 1863, it was, among other things, enacted that 

olls should be opened and held on the 4th Thursday of 
fay then next, at the several places for holding elections 
in the said county, for the purpose of taking the sense of the 
qualified voters thereof ou the question of including the 
said county in the State of West Virginia; and if the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Virginia was of opinion that the said | 
vote had been opened and held, and the result ascertained 
and certified pursuant to law, he should certify the result of 
the same under the seal of the said State of Virginia to the 
Governor of this State ; and if a majority of the votes given 
at the said polls should be in favor of the said county be- 
coming part of this State, the same should become part of 
this State when admitted, with the consent of the Legis- 
iature thereof. And whereas Francis H. Pierpoint, Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, did, on the 22d day 
of July, in the present year, after reciting that polis were 
opened in the said county on Thursday, the 28th day of 
May, 1863, for the purpose indicated in the above-entitied 
act, certify under his hand and the less seal of the said 
Commonwealth that, from the returns on file in the execu 
tive department thereof, a very large majority of the votes 
cast at the said election were in favor of the said county of 
Berkeley becoming part of the State of West Virginia: 
Therefore, 

* Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia: 1. 
The county of Berkeley, lately constituting part of the Com- 











part of this State, and shall constitute part of the tenth sen- 
atorial district, and of the tenth judicial circuit, and shall 


State election thereafter, choose two members of the House 
of Delegates.”’ 


Here is another act districting the State for Rep- 
resentatives in the Congress of the United States, 
which, among other things, provides that— 


J. The number of members to which this State ts en- 
titled in the House of Representatives of the United States 
shall be apportioned among the several counties of the State | 
arranged in three districts, numbered as follows ; that is to 

= « > **The counties of Taylor, 





say :?? - 


|| Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Tucker, Barbour, Upshur 


| 
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Now, sir, as regards the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Elections, supposing that he 
relied here upon the provisions of the aot of Con- 
gress regulating election cases, I expected to have 
had the benefit of all the provisions of that law, 
and supposed that | was entitled to it. But, sir, 
it seemed tebe alaw for my discomfort; it seemed 
to be a law that was nothing but trouble, so far 
as I was concerned; I got no advantage of it. 

Sir, in order to show the Committee of Elec- 
tions what are the requirements of the laws of 
Virginia in each respect, I furnished the commit- 
tee with law-books on the subject, and I believe 
no law-books have been furnished to the com- 
mittee but by me. 

I expected that when I wanted to procure test- 
imony, the gentleman whose seat | was contest- 
ing would have favored me with all facilities for 
arriving at a correct conclusion. I went up to 
the county of Berkeley, but I found that such 
was the feeling existing against me there among 
his partisans that I could procure no means of 
obtaining testimony; but finally 1 found a gen- 
tleman, who is a member of the court there, who 
agreed to sign subpenas that were necessary for 
me to obtain testimony. There was, however, 
no printing office in the town of Martinsburg, 
and I was consequently obliged to return home 
in order to get the subpenas printed. I inclosed 
them to a gentleman in Martinsburg, with the 
request that hé would get them signed by the 
magistrate and served upon the parties. But 
forty-eight hours afterward I received a telegraph 
dispatch from Martinsburg informing me that 
such was the feeling of the people against me 
about the matter, that he could neither get a 
magistrate to sign the papers, nor, if he could, 
could he find anybody to serve the process. Well, 
I thought that was a pretty state of affairs under 
a free Government, or under a kind of free Gov- 
ernment. The people there had got the idea that 
I was a ** Copperhead,” and | was told I had bet- 
ter not interfere in the matter. Having no re- 
course left, and the law authorizing any*two 
magistrates in the district to act, I at once took 
two Alexandria magistrates and proceeded to 
Martinsburg, issued some few subpenas, and 
succeeded in obtaining the testimony of three or 
four parties there, and among them was a gentle- 
man of the name of Sommerville. 

Now, I understand the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections to say that there was no clerk 
of the court in the county of Berkeley. Well, I 
suppose, sir, that, being president of the county 
court of Alexandria, I am certainly qualified to 
know whether a deputy clerk is a county clerk. 
Here is the testimony of R. A. Sommerville: 


“ First interrogatory. Please state your name and resi- 
dence. 

“ Answer. R.A. Sommerville. Residence, Martinsburg, 
Berkeley county, Virginia. 

* Second interrogatory. By whom and when were you 
appointed deputy clerk of Berkeley county court? 

‘* Answer. I am one of the deputy clerks of Berkeley 
county court, appointed by the court at the May term, 1861, 
and so recorded in the journals of the court.”’ 

* * . + * * * + * * * 

“* Fourth interrogatory. Were you deputy clerk of the 
county court sitting in the May term, 1863, beginning on 
the second Monday of the month? If so, did the court at 
that session appoint commissioners to hold an election for 
a member of Congress and State officers? 

“ Answer. I was. I cannot remember whether the com- 
missioners of elections were appointed at the April or May 
term, 1863, but at one or the other. 

‘“ Fifth interrogatory. Have you been continuously, un- 
interruptedly, and solely deputy clerk of the county court 
of Berkeley county, in the State of Virginia, from March 1, 
1862, up to August, 1863? 

** Answer. I was, 

‘* Sizthinterrogotory. Has Martinsburg, the county seat 
and court-house of the county of Berkeley, in the State of 
Virginia, been your permanentand well-known place of res- 
idence during the whole time that you have been clerk of the 
county court of the said county ? 

« Answer. It is. 

* Seventh interrogatory. Was it notorious and well known 
throughout the said county of Berkeley that you held the 
office of deputy clerk of the said county during the period 
referred to? 

« Answer. I presume that the public performance of my 
official duties as deputy clerk of the court made my official 
character as such well known throughout the county.” 


The deputy clerk, who is actually authorized 
by the laws of Virginia to act as clerk, states that 
he was clerk at the time of the election, and that 
he was clerk a month before, when the commis- 
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